
Update from RDC re Local Plan 

April 2025 Update 

Following the publication of a new National Planning Policy Framework by the 

Government in December 2024, we have published a new timetable for preparing 

the new Rother Local Plan. This is set out in detail in our Local Development Scheme, 

which was approved by the Council’s Cabinet in March 2025. We now intend to 

submit the Local Plan to the Government for public examination in December 2026. 

This will follow a further public consultation around January 2026 which will be 

focused on proposed site allocations, and publication of the final proposed Local Plan 

for public comment around Summer 2026.   

 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) on rural areas 

Delivering a sufficient supply of homes 

Rural housing  

82. In rural areas, planning policies and decisions should be responsive to local 

circumstances and support housing developments that reflect local needs, including 

proposals for community-led development for housing. Local planning authorities 

should support opportunities to bring forward rural exception sites that will provide 

affordable housing to meet identified local needs, and consider whether allowing 

some market housing on these sites would help to facilitate this.  

83. To promote sustainable development in rural areas, housing should be located 

where it will enhance or maintain the vitality of rural communities. Planning policies 

should identify opportunities for villages to grow and thrive, especially where this 

will support local services. Where there are groups of smaller settlements, 

development in one village may support services in a village nearby.   

84. Planning policies and decisions should avoid the development of isolated homes 

in the countryside unless one or more of the following circumstances apply:  

a) there is an essential need for a rural worker, including those taking majority 

control of a farm business, to live permanently at or near their place of work in the 

countryside;  

b) the development would represent the optimal viable use of a heritage asset or 

would be appropriate enabling development to secure the future of heritage assets;  

c) the development would re-use redundant or disused buildings and enhance its 

immediate setting; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.rother.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/engagement-and-monitoring-2/lds/


d) the development would involve the subdivision of an existing residential building; 

or  

e) the design is of exceptional quality, in that it:  

i. is truly outstanding, reflecting the highest standards in architecture, and would 

help to raise standards of design more generally in rural areas; and  

ii. would significantly enhance its immediate setting, and be sensitive to the defining 

characteristics of the local area. 

 

Supporting a prosperous rural economy  

88. Planning policies and decisions should enable:  

a) the sustainable growth and expansion of all types of business in rural areas, both 

through conversion of existing buildings and well-designed, new buildings;  

b) the development and diversification of agricultural and other land-based rural 

businesses;  

c) sustainable rural tourism and leisure developments which respect the character of 

the countryside; and  

d) the retention and development of accessible local services and community 

facilities, such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural 

buildings, public houses and places of worship.  

89. Planning policies and decisions should recognise that sites to meet local business 

and community needs in rural areas may have to be found adjacent to or beyond 

existing settlements, and in locations that are not well served by public transport. In 

these circumstances it will be important to ensure that development is sensitive to 

its surroundings, does not have an unacceptable impact on local roads and exploits 

any opportunities to make a location more sustainable (for example by improving the 

scope for access on foot, by cycling or by public transport). The use of previously 

developed land, and sites that are physically well-related to existing settlements, 

should be encouraged where suitable opportunities exist. 


