Minutes: Monday 9th September 2019 at the Rye Harbour Village Hall, 7:15 pm

Present: Councillors: Ms Austen, Ms Bradley, Mrs Lyward, Mrs Merricks, A Moore, D Smedley, Mrs J Stanford, H Sutton, P Turner (Chairman) and N Warren.
In attendance: Mrs A Evett (Clerk,) Mrs J Cannings (Deputy Clerk) and ESCC Cllr. Glazier, RDC Cllrs Mrs Hart, Mier and Norton. Members of the public were also present.
19/96 Item 1 The Chairman invited comments or questions from members of the public on matters relating to the business of the Council. Mrs Jordan of Rye Harbour raised an issue about visitors to the Rye Harbour Nature Reserve parking on the street rather than in the car park. She had challenged some visitors who had parked antisocially including an owner of a caravan, who said that Sussex Wildlife Trust has asked them to park on street. Mrs Jordan asked that the matter be raised with them. Several Rye Harbour residents complained about the collection of recycling in Tram Road. There is no problem with the refuse collection but the recycling lorry driver has refused to collect from Tram Road. This matter has been raised with RDC on several occasions without resolution. Cllr Mrs Hart will take this forward. Mr Merryfield spoke on behalf of the grant application from the Winchelsea Millennium Artefacts Society.  
19/97 Item 2 To receive reports and ask questions of the County (ESCC) and District (RDC) Councillors. Cllr. Glazier clarified that patching works on Sea Road and Harbour Road were temporary pending the full resurfacing works next year. Investigative works have been carried out in preparation for the resurfacing works due to take place in Sea Road next year, so there should not be any surprises to deal with when works commence. He mentioned that the Local Government Settlement (to be agreed) may allow for a 2% ringfenced increase in Council Tax specifically for social care. 
Cllr Mrs Hart referred to her report, already circulated and on the website. Cllr Norton explained that this was the first time his meeting diary had allowed him to attend the meeting as the RDC schedule has been very busy and there were exciting developments ahead with social housing and environmental policies. Cllr Mier talked about the potential change at the Planning Committee to allow individual members of the public to speak at planning meetings (rather than the current petition system.) 

19/98 Item 3
Apologies for absence.  Apologies received from Cllrs Davis and Tollett and RDC councillors Bird, Osborne and Ms Stevens.
19/99 Item 4
Disclosures of Interests. There were none.
19/100 Item 5 It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 8th July 2019. 
Matters requiring a decision by the Council
19/101 Item 6 Grant requests. It was resolved to approve a grant of £4,000 to Rye and District Community Transport, to approve a grant of £1,000 to the Winchelsea Millennium Artefacts Society and the grant application from Rye Harbour Nature Reserve was refused (grant already paid annually.) The Clerk was asked to request a meeting with Rye and District community Transport to discuss securing funding from neighbouring parishes.
19/102 Item 7 Consultation of RDC’s Housing Allocations Policy. It was resolved to make the following comments in relation to item 10 at the bottom of page 10 about people excluded from the list: What is the relevance of the £1k debt and why does it apply to social/council debt and not private rent debt? Everyone should be treated the same and those who are paying off debts whether greater or less  than £1k should have the opportunity to start afresh and qualify for housing.
19/103 Item 8 Community Match feasibility study Sea Road bus stop, Winchelsea Beach. It was resolved that the Chairman and Clerk would write to the Head of Service (cc Cllr Glazier) to complain that the Council’s objectives as stated in the report are not correct; the objective is to install a bus shelter and not improve pedestrian accessibility, raise the kerb or move out of the way of the temporary tankers; these may be the objectives of Stagecoach and ESCC but not the parish council. 
19/104 Item 9 Conclusion of external audit 2018/19 – noted.
19/105 Item 10 Model Financial Regulations 2019. It was resolved to approve the presented regulations (see website.)
19/106 Item 11 Allotments Committee. The draft minutes of the meeting held on 27th August 2019 were noted.
19/107 Item 12 Open Spaces Committee. The draft minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2019 were noted and Cllr and Mrs Smedley were thanked for their help in distributing the Winchelsea Speed Calming consultation papers to households in Winchelsea.

19/108 Item 13 Invitation to the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner’s office to attend a focus group on the 21st October 2019. It was resolved that Cllr Mrs Stanford would attend and/or Cllr Mrs Lyward. 
19/109 Item 14 The Planning Committee minutes were noted.
19/110 Item 15 Staffing Committee including the Code of Conduct. The draft minutes of the meeting held on 12th August 2019 were noted and it was resolved to approve the Rother District Council Code of Conduct (August 2019.) Members present were handed a copy of the code and signed to say they’d received it and would adhere to its contents. Absent members have been sent a copy of the code and are accepted to have received it and to adhere to it.
19/111 Item 16 Financial Matters. It was resolved to approve:                                                                                                                     
a) Receipts and payments report for the month ending 31st August 2019; 
b) Items for payment in September 2019 and those paid since the July meeting. A list of payments were authorised for July totalling £5,315 represented by bank transfers T/838 to T/847 totalling £5,220.30 plus two direct debits totalling £ 94.70. For August 2019 a list of payments were authorised totalling £6,935.04 represented by bank transfers T/848 to T/856 totalling £4,094.94, plus 7 direct debits totalling £2,6101.10 and one standing order totalling £230. Please note that there was an error and a DD payment to EE was incorrectly listed as £28.80 and should be £27.78, this changes the total direct debit payments for August to £2,609.08 and the total payments to £6,934.02. July 2019 receipts totalled £1.21. September 2019 payments were authorised totalling £7,311.55 represented by bank transfers T/857 to T/870 sequentially totalling £6,224.55 plus 2 direct debits totalling £857 and one standing order for £230. August receipts totalled £55,624.
c) The grant payments to the Icklesham Trusts and the Winchelsea New Hall Committee were noted.
Matters for Information or Noting
19/112 Item 17 Programme of works for August was noted. The officers were asked to contact the RDC Emergency Officer to find out if the Rye Harbour Emergency Plan would be needed/used and to organise the litter picks. Cllrs Turner and Davis will check the Icklesham football fencing post holes.
19/113 Item 18 It was noted that the Parish Annual Risk assessment had been received and referred to the Open Spaces Committee.

19/114 Item 19 Correspondence noted as listed in the agenda.                

19/115 Item 20 Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events. 

Cllr Mrs Merricks attended the Rye Harbour Nature Reserve AGM; the Discovery Centre build is on track and they are confident that the funding shortfall will be met. 
19/116 Item 21 Future meetings or events. The SSALC Planning Committee training is likely to be on Tuesday 22nd October 2019. The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Glazier to request a public Winchelsea Beach Flooding Meeting.
19/117 Item 22 Date and venue for next meeting.  The next full council meeting was confirmed as Monday 11th November 2019 at the Winchelsea New Hall commencing at 7:15pm.  
Meeting closed. 
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