Minutes: Monday 13th July 2020 via video conference, 7:15 pm

Present: Councillors: Ms J Austen, Mrs E Bradley, Mrs Merricks, D Smedley, S Tollett, P Turner (Chairman) and N Warren.
In attendance: Mrs A Evett (Clerk) Mrs J Cannings (Deputy Clerk) and ESCC Cllr. Glazier. No members of the public were present.
20/44 Item 1 The Chairman invited comments or questions from members of the public on matters relating to the business of the Council. No members of the public were present.
20/45 Item 2 To receive reports and ask questions of the County (ESCC) and District (RDC) Councillors. Cllr Glazier expressed his thanks for the work that the Parish Council and Rye Mutual Aid has been undertaking to support residents during the Covid19 pandemic. East Sussex has one of the lowest infection rates and all schools are planned to be open again in September. Services are starting to open although highways work is being delayed due to lack of materials. He repeated his thanks for all the work done in the community and to our team of volunteers.
20/46 Item 3
Apologies for absence.  Apologies received from Cllrs Mrs Lyward, Moore and Sutton and RDC Cllrs.
20/47 Item 4
Disclosures of Interests. There were none.
20/48 Item 5 
It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 9th March 2020. 
Matters Requiring a Decision by the Council

20/49 Item 6
General Power of Competence (GPC.) It was resolved that the Council meets the prescribed conditions set out in schedule 1 of the Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) order 2012 to exercise its use of the GPC.
20/50 Item 7
It was resolved to give retrospective approval for the Officers to operate a volunteer scheme in conjunction with Rye Mutual Aid and to have full delegated responsibility during the coronavirus pandemic for the general running of the Council as agreed in March 2020. Thanks were given to the officers, volunteers and local businesses. 
20/51 Item 8
Annual Meeting. It was noted that the meeting planned for May 2020 was cancelled in line with government pandemic guidance and resolved that all governance arrangements approved at the May 2019 Annual Meeting stand. It was further resolved to approve the 2020/21 meetings schedule.
20/52 Item 9
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20. The following were resolved:

a. Annual Internal Audit Report 2019/20 – the report was noted and the Deputy Clerk was thanked for her hard work in preparing the accounts and updating the Asset Register.
b. Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 – the statement was approved confirming a sound system of internal controls, including arrangements for the preparation of the Accounting Statements.

c. Accounting Statements 2019/20 – the statements were approved including the summary of receipts and payments for the year and that they present fairly the financial position of the authority.

d. Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2020 – the Annual Return was approved and the Chairman and Clerk (and RFO) were authorised to sign.

e. Public Rights of Inspection – the Clerk was authorised to set the inspection date for 30 consecutive working days commencing Monday 20th July 2020.

20/53 Item 10
Grant Application from the Ore Community Library. It was resolved to approve a payment of £200 to be paid immediately.
20/54 Item 11
Request to use the car park at Rye Harbour as a mobile testing site. The Clerk was asked to obtain more information before a decision could be made.
20/55 Item 12
Planning Committee minutes since the last meeting were noted.
20/56 Item 13
Financial Matters. It was resolved to approve:                                                                                                                     
a) Receipts and payments actual versus budget report for the month ending 30th June 2020; 

b) Items already paid and for payment in July 2020 (includes all payments since the March meeting.) A list of payments were authorised (see attached list for all payments and recipts.)
c) The updated insurance policy with Norris Fisher for 20/21 for £1,543.42
d) Cllrs Smedley and Moore were authorised to undertake the quarterly bank reconciliation up to the end of June 2020 – noted as approved
e) The grant application for All Saints with St Nicolas for £600 .
Matters for Information or Noting 

20/57 Item 14
Programme of Works up until the end of June 2020 - noted. The officers were asked to remove the Icklesham Pavilion entry and include the formation of a sub-committee for the development of an Emergency Plan. The officers were thanked for their work in completed so many projects.
20/58 Item 15
The report of the Rye Harbour Flagpole was noted and that the Open Spaces Committee will consider it.

20/59 Item 16
Correspondence. Letter of thanks from Rye Harbour Sailability for their grant and letters from Mr Tiger about speeding in Icklesham. 

20/60 Item 17
Reports of Councillors and Officers on Outside Bodies and Attending Events. 
Nothing to report. 

20/61 Item 18
Future meetings or events. SALC virtual training opportunities plus Planning Committee training.
20/62 Item 19
Date and venue for next meeting. The next full council meeting is confirmed as Monday 14th September 2020 at the Winchelsea Beach Community Hall commencing at 7:15pm; this meeting may be held remotely.
Meeting closed.
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