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HURST GREEN PARISH COUNCIL    
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th August 2025 in Hurst Green Village Hall starting at 
7.45pm. 
 
Present:- Councillor Browne (Chair), Councillor French (Vice-Chair), Councillor Daly, Councillor 
Levine, Councillor Price, Councillor Ralph and County Councillor Kirby-Green.  
The Clerk and RFO, Anita Maxwell were in attendance along with seventeen members of the public. 
 
1.0      APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: - Councillor Brown, Councillor Johnson-Cloves, 
Councillor Pakenham, District Councillor Barnes and District Councillor Killeen. 
. 
2.0       MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS: -     
To sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday the 29th July 2025. 
Proposed by Councillor French and seconded by Councillor Daly 
Unanimously approved. 
 
3.0       DECLARATION OF INTERESTS, in accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct: to 
receive any disclosure by Members of personal interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of any 
interest and whether the member regards the interest as prejudicial under the terms of the Code of 
Conduct. 
None declared. 
 

3.1       APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION – to consider written requests from Members for   
Dispensation and to consider the length of time the dispensation should be granted for i.e. as a one-
off relating to a matter on this agenda, or ongoing for a set period and relating to any agenda within 
that period.    
None received..  
              
4.0         FINANCE Report 
The RFO, Anita Maxwell gave the report.  
4.1        To approve bank reconciliation and corresponding bank statements  
Resolution to approve reconciliations and bank statements proposed by Councillor French and 
seconded by Councillor Price. Unanimously approved. 
 
4.2        To approve August expenses and payments as itemised on the schedule 
Resolution to approve payments proposed by Councillor French and seconded by Councillor Price. 
Unanimously approved. 
 
4.3        To approve payment of streetlighting maintenance and electricity supply 
Some confusion as to the exact amount to be paid and the relevant year the payment covers. 
It was unanimously agreed to pay a sum up to £1,151.56 after the RFO clarifies the relevant year 
the invoice relates to and the amount owed. 
 
4,4        To note year to date accounts 
Noted. 
 
5.0       COMMUNITY Activities and reports. 
5.1       District and County Councillors reports 
Councillor Kirby-Green gave her report. Of particular note was a visit by the new Head of Highways 
at ESCC who along with Councillor Kirby -Green visited both Merriments Lane and the Bodiam road. 
The Head of Highways was surprised by the amount of vehicles using these roads and the poor state 
of the surfaces. Both will be investigated and added to the work schedule. 
 
The RFO, Anita Maxwell left the meeting 
 
5.2       Neighbourhood Plan, progress report from steering group representatives 
Councillor French gave the report and thanked the local resident who had updated the draft 



 968 

document and Councillor Daly who had checked the final draft. Minor layout errors to be corrected by 
Councillor French by midday on Wednesday the 27th August. Motion below proposed by Councillor 
French and seconded by Councillor Daly subject to the minor alterations being completed. 
 
i)   Motion to approve the latest draft document and resolve to submit to Rother as our final document    
     to go forward for referendum.       
 
It was unanimously resolved to approve the Neighbourhood Plan document as the Parish 
Council’s final document to be submitted to Rother District Council. 
 
Councillor Kirby-Green left the meeting.. 
 
5.3       Clerk’s report 
The Clerk gave her report. 
 
5.4       Parish Correspondence and local resident issues 
Clerk has emailed this to councillors upon receipt. 
A resident asked the Chair if he would put, ‘Dark Skies’ on the next agenda and he agreed to this. 
 
5.5       Urgent issues requiring attention    
A member of the public has identified a loose plank in the castle play apparatus. To be repaired 
ASAP. Also concerns re the zip wire, main tower, which is showing some movement again. Clerk has 
emailed the supplier and the Chair is trying to contact via phone as this is a reoccurring issue already 
reported to the supplier whose last fix was inadequate. 
 
6.0        TRANSPORT, ROADS & FOOTPATHS, report   
The pavement on Station Road between the Village Hall and the junction with the A21 has been 
inspected and no issues identified. Clerk asked to send out two hedge cutting letters. 
 
7.0        PLAYING & STAGE FIELDS  
7.1        Motion, This Council agrees to continue as trustees of Drewetts Field and follow the 
directions of the Charity Commission re usage and care of this facility.  
Councillor Browne explained the background to this and proposed the motion which was seconded 
by Councillor Levine. Unanimously supported. 
 
7.2        Community Orchard update and finishing of planned works. 
Deer fencing has been ordered to protect the trees. 
 
7.3        To consider current tender arrangements re mowing and maintenance of parish controlled  
              fields. 
It was agreed to go to tender in the Autumn. 
 
8.0        PARISH COUNCIL ISSUES 
8.1        Planning update/report 
 
            i) Enforcement issues 
Nothing new to report. 
 
           ii)  Planning application  
 
RR/2025/1231/P - Home Farm, Bugsell Mill Lane, Hurst Green TN19 7QJ. Removal of existing 
conservatory and erection of new 2 storey rear extension. Supported. 
 
8.2        Progress report and update re employment of contractor for village maintenance services 
The Council agreed to ask the Robertsbridge Steward to carry out 5 hours maintenance work a 
month around the village on a self -employed basis provided his hourly rate had not changed. 
Unanimously supported. 
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8.3        Appointment of members to committees 
Councillor French has contacted councillors to see what committees they are interested in joining 
and relayed this information to the Council. 
             

a) Finance committee, election of members and Chair 
Councillors French, Browne, Price and Ralph .Chair to be elected at first meeting. 
 

b) Staffing committee, election of members and Chair 
Councillors Daly, Levine and Ralph. Chair to be elected at first meeting. 
 

c) Planning Committee, election of members and Chair 
Councillors Daly, French and Ralph. Chair to be elected at first meeting. 
Three more councillors needed to fulfill the Terms of Reference. 
 

d) Events committee, election of members and Chair 
After discussion it was agreed that this would be better dealt with by working parties 
rather than a committee and it was agreed to disband the committee. Councillors 
Browne, Daly, French, Levine and Price will form the first working party to work on the 
last event of the year. 

 
 
8.4        Appointment of Representatives 
             a) Community Representatives  
             The Council agreed that this post was no longer needed. 
 
             b) Representative to East Sussex ALC (1) 
             This position to be carried out by a councillor who is available to attend the date. 
 
             c) For Other Parish Green Spaces, Tree and Environmental issues 
             Councillor Johnson-Cloves has agreed to cover this. 
 
8.5       To appoint members to a working party to review all the council’s policies and procedures. 
It was agreed that all councillors should be involved with this. 
               
 
9.0         ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  
Items to be emailed to the Clerk. 
 
10.0       DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Council meeting  is due to be held on Tuesday 30th September 2025 in Hurst Green Village 
Hall starting at 7.45pm with public consultation from 7.30pm.  
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 
 
 
Distribution of Minutes: -                                         Signed        Cllr. Graham Browne, Chair 
All Parish Councillors                                                               
Parish Council Noticeboard 
Parish Council Website 
ESCC Councillor Eleanor Kirby-Green 
RDC Councillor Barnes.                                                                                                                                                          
RDC Councillor Killeen                                            Dated          30th September 2025   


