Protect Your Home
Burglary can have a real impact on your wellbeing and sense of safety. Your vigilance and simple security steps can make a big difference in keeping you, your home, and your neighbours safe.
Top 3 Tips to Stay Secure
🔐 Lock up and stay secure
Always lock doors and windows when you go out, even for a moment, and regularly update Key Safe codes.
👪 Make your home look lived‑in
Consider using timer switches, and if possible, install an alarm or CCTV. A home that looks occupied is far less attractive to burglars.
🎁 Keep valuables out of sight
Hide car keys, personal items 
If you see or hear anything suspicious, no matter how small it may seem, unusual activity, unknown vehicles, someone trying door handles, please report it to Sussex police right away.
Your call could prevent a crime, help them identify offenders, or reassure someone in your community.
A few minutes spent securing your home, and one quick call if something doesn’t feel right, can make all the difference.

Sheds / Garages / Outbuildings 
We urge all residents to keep their sheds, garages & outbuildings locked at all times, especially when not in use. They often contain valuable tools, bikes, or expensive equipment that are attractive targets for thieves. 
👮‍♂️ Crime Prevention Tips: 
• Use robust security padlocks or deadlocks on doors, consider a surface mounted garage door lock. 
• Fit an alarm system, motion sensor lighting and/ or CCTV
• Keep expensive items secured inside using lockable cabinets, ground anchors, or chains.
• Consider trackers for high value machinery.
• Avoid leaving tools or ladders outside - they can be used to gain access to your property. 

• Mark valuable items with your postcode using a UV pen or property marking system. DNA marking kits can be collected from Hastings or Battle Police stations free of charge. 
• Register valuable equipment to help police return stolen items if recovered. 

If you see or hear anything suspicious, call 101, for crime in progress, call 999 immediately.

Top Tips to Stop Vehicle Break‑Ins
Most vehicle break‑ins are opportunistic, and small changes can make a big difference. Here are our local police team’s five top tips:
1. Always lock your vehicle
Even if you’re parking on your driveway, outside your home, or only leaving the car for a moment, make sure all doors, windows and the boot are locked. Offenders will try door handles looking for an easy opportunity.
2. Remove valuables, or anything that looks valuable
Never leave items such as wallets, handbags, laptops, phones, tools or shopping bags in you vehicle or on display. Even a coat or empty bag can make a criminal think there’s something worth stealing inside.
3. Keep keys safe and away from doors or windows
Keyless entry vehicles are particularly vulnerable. Store keys well away from the front door and consider using a signal‑blocking pouch (Faraday pouch) to prevent relay theft.
4. Park smart
Choose well‑lit, busy areas whenever possible. If you have a driveway, consider using outdoor lighting or CCTV as a deterrent. Criminals prefer dark, quiet spots where they won’t be seen.
5. Don’t leave your vehicle running unattended
If you’re defrosting your car or popping back into the house, switch the engine off, take the keys with you and lock the vehicle. Many thefts happen while vehicles are left running, even for a few seconds.
If you see anything suspicious, please report it straight away on 101.
If a crime is in progress or it’s an emergency, always call 999.
You can also visit the website at www.sussex.police.uk where you can find out what is happening in the area and easy to use online forms to report all non-emergencies, along with further advice to keep you safe and help you understand the law. The crime prevention pages offer first-hand knowledge, industry best practices and practical crime prevention advice from officers and specialist teams all across the police.
