HIGHWAYS REPORT – MAY 2026
The long-awaited drainage works have been completed along the upper stretch of Cackle Street, Hollingrove Lane and Kent Lane.
During the recent litter pick it was discovered that the cover to a deep drain set into the verge along Long Reach had again been mangled and displaced, creating a hazard for walkers and horse riders. All the more so when the hole is not obvious in long grass.  The cover was replaced only last February following a previous mangling.  I suspect verge/hedge cutting tractors are to blame. Correspondence with Customer Services and the Traffic Safety Team at Highways are ongoing. Various Highways suggestions regarding warning signs, bollards and raised kerbs have been dismissed. Meanwhile, a new cover is in place.
Lauren has sought and received clarification that all verges in Brightling are classed as ‘rural’ and that one cut only will take place in the autumn.
Numerous potholes have been reported.  There seems to be an increasingly random response as to which gets filled.  Meanwhile, coming across a Highways Maintenance team liberally spraying white paint around every little blemish a few weeks back.  I greeted them with great enthusiasm.  It turns out that they were not responding to any of the reported potholes but just carrying out a ‘drive-by’ inspection.  The ensuing patching has been haphazard. So the frustration continues.



