SUMMARY OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS WITHIN BRIGHTLING PARISH 2025/’26

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	STATUS
	PC Comment 

	RR/2025/2187/LDE
	Telegraph Point, COLDHARBOUR FARM Battle Road, Dallington, Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 9LQ
	Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of static home (fixed to the ground) as a dwelling house
	Pending consideration
	Brightling Parish Council objects to this application.  As cited in response to previous applications, this unit, together with the area of patio and decking, are  incongruous in terms of size, design, materials and position within the AONB.  Furthermore, the pattern of change of application between residential and business use indicates a deliberate attempt to circumvent the planning rules. Earlier enforcement orders should be upheld.

	RR/2025/1999/HOU	
	OLD STABLES Rectory Hill, Brightling, Robertsbridge, East Sussex, TN32 5HE
	Proposed first floor extension over an attached garage to form a dressing room and en-suite for the master bedroom.
	Approved with conditions
	

	RR/2025/2014/HOU
	2, PARK VIEW Rectory Hill, Brightling, Robertsbridge, East Sussex, TN32 5HE
	Proposed single storey rear extension including internal alterations.
	Pending consideration
	Brightling Parish Council has considered this application and wishes to make the following comments. External lighting / dark skies: No external lighting should be permitted, in line with Brightling Parish Council’s Dark Skies Policy and Rother District Council Core Strategy policy
EN1 (Landscape), which seeks to protect scenic beauty, tranquillity and dark skies, and policy EN3 (Design Quality), which safeguards local amenity. Emerging Local Plan policies relating to Landscape Character and Dark Skies provide additional support for this approach. Skylights and light spill: The Parish Council is concerned that rooflights/skylights have the potential to
generate upward light spill which, in some circumstances, can be more visually intrusive to the night sky than conventional external lighting. In order to safeguard the dark skies of this sensitive rural area, the Parish Council requests that, should planning permission be granted, RDC
imposes a condition requiring the submission and approval of details of appropriate light mitigating measures (such as blinds or equivalent controls) prior to the installation of the skylights, and that such measures are thereafter retained in use.

	RR/2025/951/O			
	COLDHARBOUR FARM HOUSE Battle Road, Dallington, Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 9LQ
	Certificate of lawfulness for existing use of the southern area of land, and two buildings within the land, for ancillary residential purposes.	
	Lawful development certificate refused
	

	RR/2025/1172/P
	BROWNS OAK COTTAGE Brickyard Lane, Oxleys Green, Brightling, Etchingham, East Sussex, TN19 7DL
	Proposed riding arena for private use only with access track to the paddocks plus associated new and improved entrance to Browns Oak Cottage and biodiversity enhancements.
	Withdrawn
	

	RR/2025/1042/P
	LAKE COTTAGE MANOR FARM Brightling Road, Robertsbridge, East Sussex, TN32 5HB
	Proposed detached garage
	Approved with conditions
	Brightling Parish Council objects to this application on the following grounds:
1. Cumulative Impact and Over-Development in an AONB:
The proposed garage reintroduces built form that was specifically removed during the planning process for the replacement dwelling (RR/2023/2077/P) due to concerns about scale, landscape impact, and over-development within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The reintroduction of this structure undermines the negotiated balance that led to the earlier approval. The visual prominence and cumulative massing of the dwelling and garage together would constitute over-development, conflicting with the aims of AONB protection and the High Weald Management Plan. It is also noted that two large Scots Pine trees are located within the curtilage of the property; these would likely be
impacted by the additional development and do not appear to be properly accounted for on the site plan.
2. Contrary to Local Character and Vernacular:
Although the materials proposed for the garage are consistent with those approved for the main dwelling, the addition of further built form risks altering the open and traditional rural character of the site. The combined effect of the house and garage would erode the setting's contribution to local character and views, contrary to policies that seek to preserve and
enhance the distinctive landscape and vernacular of the High Weald.
3. Precedent and Planning Integrity:
The original application included a garage, which was removed during the determination process. Rother District Council's case officer report explicitly noted that "the previously proposed garage [was] removed" as part of the mitigation of harm to the AONB. To now reintroduce this element via a separate application raises concerns about the integrity of the
original approval and may be perceived as an attempt to circumvent prior planning controls.



