Reports for Brightling Parish Council meeting
13" November 2024

This report covers 3 topics:

e Web site
e Broadband
e Environment — jointly with Katrina

Katrina is reporting on the Environment Strategy generally.

This report covers the period since the meeting on 13" November 2024.
Web site

The village website is at https://brightling.community.

The main contributors continue to be me, the Parish Clerk, the Village Hall representative, Jane Beard, and
Parish Councillor Katrina Blench. Nicola Magill also has a logon but has yet to post.

If other contributors want to come forward I would be very happy to get them a logon and give any necessary
training.

The site continues to be hosted by Rother District Council, free of charge.

There have been no episodes of downtime since my last report. There is one outstanding issue: we are unable to
upload gpx navigation files. This has been reported to IT support at RDC and we await a resolution.

Broadband

Although the project to bring full fibre broadband to the Brightling telephone exchange was notionally
completed some time ago, there are still a couple of loose ends.

e  “Old Farmhouse”, in the Mountfield Park Farm area, have not yet ordered a service. I am unclear at
the moment whether this is because there is a problem, or simply because they have not placed an
order.

e Avenue Lodge have now successfully got full fibre.

It is important to understand (it seems that not everyone does) that properties are not upgraded automatically to
full fibre when it becomes available; you have to order it if you want it. You get a much better service on full
fibre and in most cases it seems to cost no more (or even less) than the old hybrid fibre service. However,
anyone moving into the area and ordering a new service will only be offered a full fibre service, with digital
voice (see next paragraph). If ordering an upgrade, it is important to include telephone as well as broadband,
otherwise you will find that you have lost your landline connection, or been allocated a new landline number.

As mentioned in my previous report, I would like to arrange an information session in the Village Hall re
“Digital Voice”. I have not had any luck yet with actually setting this up.

If you have any queries, please drop an email to highwealdsuperfastbroadband@gmail.com

Environment — Park Pale solar project

This refers to the proposal by Southern Water to install a 1.2 MWp solar farm between the Darwell reservoir
dam and the road (Mountfield Lane).
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There are 3 separate strands to this issue:

Complaint to RDC re lack of communication / consultaion. I won’t report on this because it is a
separate issue at the Parish Council meeting

Reducing the impact on residents. James Fraser received a substantive response from SW on 19"
November. He reports: “As expected they haven't really budged on anything except agreeing to raise
the hedge to 3m, and lower the CCTV camera poles to 3m from 4m” There hasn’t been any further
action since then. Improvements in the power output of solar panels mean that their latest plan will
require fewer panels. It has been suggested that this opens up an opportunity to reduce the impact by
relocating some of the panels. As far as [ know this has yet to be raised with SW and there has been no
communication to or from SW on this issue since 19" November.

Wider community benefits: establishing a circular off-road path round the reservoir. The solar
panel team are adamant that this is outside their scope, and have referred us to a different team, namely
the Commercial Property department. Cllr. Petty received an email from them on 13" December
saying basically that they were too busy with other matters to look at this at the moment — without
offering a date when they would be less busy. Cllr. Petty replied on 18™ December asking when they
anticipated having the necessary time. They sent a holding response promising a reply not before 231
December. The proposal submitted to SW is for a “permissive path”; separately there has been
correspondence about re-establishing actual rights of way round the reservoir. This would involve a
process with the East Sussex Rights of Way team. They have a huge backlog of applications —
currently they are processing applications from 2014 to 2016.

Environment — solar panels on the Village Hall roof

Philip Garbutt, in his role as chair of the VH committee, wrote to me on 17" December: “4dhead of the BVH
meeting, it became apparent that there was no support for a solar installation at this stage... there appeared to
be a reluctance to engage with the solar proposal due to concerns about the certainty of the payback period.
Privately, one attendee suggested there may be limited support within the community for installing solar at this

time

I have offered to do an analysis of the payback but as of now I don’t have the necessary consumption data. I am
also willing to attend a meeting of the VH committee to answer any queries that people may have.

Andrew Wedmore



