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Brightling Strengthening Local Relationships – Highways and Drainage 
 

Virtual Meeting via MS Teams  
Tuesday 21st January 2025 10:00 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
Attendees: 

• Judy Petty (JP) – Chairman of Brightling Parish Councillor 
• Liz Humphries (LH) – Balfour Beaty 
• Mark Stapley (MS) - Drainage 
• Stefan Rumary (SR) – Highways Steward 
• Jo Reed (JR) – ESH (safety) 
• Eleanor Kirby Green (EKG) - ESCC Councillor 
• Sarah McEvoy-Peall (SMEP) – ESH  
• Sam Dugan (SD) – Brightling Parish Council Clerk 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

1.1 None. 
 

2. Highways 
 

2.1 Rectory Hill  
2.1.1. Context and Current Hazards: 
JP provided an overview of the ongoing issues at Rectory Hill, citing road surface erosion, 
carriageway hazards, and damage to vehicles, particularly tyres. 

• MS was previously tasked with investigating drainage in the area. 
• EKG asked for clarity on decision-making processes regarding road repairs. She raised 

concerns about whether factors such as local traffic and road use were considered alongside 
standard criteria for intervention. 

• SMEP acknowledged budgetary constraints as a limiting factor. 
• EKG expressed significant concerns about safety, highlighting the potential for serious 

incidents if the issues remain unresolved. 
 

2.1.2. Actions and Updates: 
• MS confirmed that a job has been raised to address the issue with aggregate, topsoil, and 

reseeding planned. 
• JP expressed concern that without resolving the drainage issues, these repairs may fail. 
• MS cited a water company leak as a potential contributing factor; however, the water company 

has denied responsibility. MS requested SR to conduct an inspection. 
• EKG noted the problem has been unresolved for over two years and expressed frustration 

about the lack of progress. 
• JP emphasised the importance of resolving drainage issues before further repairs. MS 

suggested logging leaks on the SEW website. SD suggested contacting SEW’s Stakeholder 
Liaisons Contact for records of completed works. 
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• SMEP will escalate the issue to Ben Frances. MS recommended involving a project manager 
for further resolution instead of SR. 
 
 

2.2 Brightling Road (Oxley’s Green to Ludpit Lane). 
EKG raised concerns that temporary repairs are not being marked as such, creating confusion 
and frustration among residents. 
SD highlighted some successful repairs along Brightling Road but noted inconsistencies in 
quality. 
 
 

2.3 Cackle Street.  
Pothole by Ox Lodge previously dismissed as not reaching intervention standards has recently 
been filled but is already failing with adjacent potholes now developing. SR was unable to 
inspect the site due to a road closure. JP requested the section from Brightling Road junction 
to Darwell Hole to be prioritised for inspection. 
Actions: 

• SMEP will provide feedback to the operations team. 
• JP and SD to send photographic evidence of areas needing attention. 
• SMEP to confirm whether inspections are being carried out and provide an update. 

 
 

3. Drainage 
 
3.1 Cackle Street Drains. 
JP raised concerns over potential misunderstandings about previously discussed repairs. 
Specifically, the stretch from Twelve Oaks to Darwell Hole is being addressed, but higher section 
from Rectory Hill is not included. 
MS explained that previous investigations did not identify issues in this area. However, JP noted 
that drains were missed during earlier inspections, as confirmed by Matt Jarman (now left ESH). 
MS agreed to conduct a desktop review and ensure any missed works are addressed, with an 
update promised by the end of the day. 
EKG raised concerns about Ox Lodge not being correctly named as Battle Road on maps. 
MS will escalate erosion concerns at the bridge near Doctor’s Farm to the structures team. 

 
3.2 Drain spoilage.  
Clarification provided by MS regarding vegetation removal from drains: 
• Material above the drain lid can remain on-site, but anything inside the gully must be removed 

entirely. 
• MS requested to be informed of any reports of spoil being dumped incorrectly and committed 

to addressing the issue with his team. 
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3.3 Stacey’s Corner.  
Location clarification confirmed for Stacey’s Corner. Cyclical drainage maintenance completed in 
November 2024. MS will investigate further due to identified issues with the drainage ditch. 

 
3.4 Long Reach.  
A job has been raised to replace the missing drain cover in the affected area. 

 
4. Any other business. 

Road surface concerns were highlighted at the junction where The Street transitions into Long 
Reach. SR will investigate and report back. 
 

5. Next meeting.  
6 months’ time. Date to be finalised. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


