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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Brightling Parish Council held on
Wednesday 12th January 2022 at 7.30 p.m. at Brightling Village Hall

Parish Councillors present: Clirs Daniel Lambert-Gorwyn, Judy Petty, Dianne Mower, Caroline Croft and

Andrew Wedmore (Chair)

Parish Councillors absent: Cllr Jane Oxenford ClIr Eleanor Kirby-Green

District / County

Councillors present: None
In attendance: Gilly Lowe, Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies for absence

Received from Cllrs Jane Oxenford, Eleanor Kirby-Green & John Barnes

Councillor Vacancy

Four councillors had previously met with the candidate in December. Clir Wedmore proposed that
Joanna Coleman be co-opted as the new parish councillor. This was seconded by Clir Mower, and all
those present were in favour. Joanna Coleman duly signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and
joined the meeting as a new councillor.

Disclosures of interest
None.

Additional agenda items
There were no further agenda items that had not already been included on the agenda.

Adoption of Minutes
The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Parish
Council held on Wednesday 10th November 2021 as a true and correct record.

Open Forum

ClIr Kirby-Green had previously submitted a report to the Clerk with an update from ESCC. This is
attached as a separate document.

Clir Barnes sent an email with his items to report (attached as a separate document).

Platinum Jubilee

Clir Wedmore explained to other members that Jane Beard had been investigating a proposal to plant 7
trees for the Jubilee — one for each decade of the Queen’s service. After some discussion about the size
of the location, and species of trees it was proposed by Clir Wedmore that 2 or 3 more sweet chestnuts
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could be planted on the triangle up by the Needle as a symbolic gesture but there really wasn’t room to
plant any more than that. This was seconded by ClIr Petty and all were in favour. ClIr Petty added that
the area was a wildflower meadow already and didn’t require grant money to be enhanced — funds
could be left for those more in need.

A review of councillors’ responsibilities then took place to allocate some items to Cllr Coleman. She will
take on the refurbishment of the ‘phone box, and together with Clir Wedmore look at local planning
applications. Clir Mower wanted to relinquish this element of planning as she felt she didn’t know the
local area well enough but will continue to look at national consultations and the local plan together
with Cllr Petty. Cllr Mower will also take on the role of distributing welcome packs to any newcomers to
the village. ClIr Petty asked that all members consider items for inclusion in The Brightling pages of The
Messenger magazine and Cllr Coleman suggested a regular Foraging Recipe column which she was
happy to write.

Finance and Governance

9.1.1 The bank reconciliation to 315 December had been previously circulated and the Chairman
confirmed that having checked online, the balances were correct as stated once the addition of
24p in interest on the deposit account balance had been included.

9.1.2 The schedule of receipts & payments for November & December had been circulated for
information.

9.1.3 The Meeting Papers previously circulated detailed the following payments which were approved
for payment:

9.1.3.1 ICO Subscription - £35 to be paid by DD on 18" January
9.1.3.2 ESALC Councillor Training - £72 paid by BACS on 23 November ‘21
9.1.3.3 Microsoft 365 subscription - £59.99 (retrospectively paid by credit card)
9.1.4 Budget 2022/'23
9.1.4.1 The Clerk had previously circulated the Income & Expenditure report to the end of Q3.
9.1.4.2 The final draft of the budget for 2022/'23 was approved and adopted.

9.1.4.3 Cllr Wedmore proposed that the precept request form be approved, and this was
seconded by ClIr Croft. The Clerk completed and signed the form and will submit it to
Rother DC before the deadline.

ACTION: The Clerk to submit the precept request form to Rother by 31 January.

10. Highways

Clir Petty reported that works were all completed now at Jack Fullers and despite recent rain, there
had been no complaints from Mr Meakin so far. Some remedial works are due to begin on the bridge
on the B2096 on 24" January which should prevent some flooding on the road and on the private land
at Doctor’s Farm. There is an SLR meeting on Tuesday 18" January where the usual issues of flooding
and carriageway erosion are on the agenda. Highways Stewards are meant to be sending monthly
reports to Clerks as part of a new effort to keep parish councils better informed. The Clerk said that
she hadn’t received any yet and would mention it at Tuesday’s meeting.
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Regarding the Quiet Lanes initiative — there had been an RALC meeting earlier on and both the County
Councillor with responsibility for Highways and Isla Dacey from Highways had not been present which
was annoying for the Burwash Quiet Lanes Group as they had been hoping to get a response to
questions they had asked which have gone unanswered — namely if ESCC would allow them to put up
their own signage. The National Parks are looking into the policy, and West Sussex County Council are
investigating possibly reducing the speed limit on unclassified roads from 60mph to 40mph on
countryside roads. If this is adopted, it could bring pressure on ESCC to do the same.

Telephone Kiosk

The Clerk reported that BT were due to send engineers to disconnect he power supply to the ‘phone
box that had been hit and moved off its base, and as it was deemed a low priority, it could take up to 3
months (from the end of November when it was added to the list). Once disconnected, it was the
Parish Council’s responsibility to pay for reconnection if they require the ‘phone box to have power.
Clir Coleman asked if a second opinion could be sought as it seems a shame to lose the power
connection before knowing how useful it might be.

ACTION: The Clerk will ask for the disconnection order to be paused whilst Cllr Coleman makes
further inquiries into the power supply and if it is safe to get the phone box gently eased back on its
base.

Rural Verge Trial

The Clerk confirmed that information regarding various flora species and other observations had been
passed onto Highways from Cllr Wedmore and some residents, together with some photographs
supplied by Clir Oxenford, in respect of feedback about the rural verge trial. Highways have confirmed
receipt of all the information and will provide feedback about the trial, and whether it may be
continued in due course.

Planning Matters

13.1 New Planning Applications — none had been received.

13.2 Decision Notices — For Information Only

13.2.1 RR/2021/1880/P - 5, Longhouses, Hollingrove Lane, Brightling TN32 5HY
Permission granted with conditions for construction of detached garden room.
13.2.2 RR/2021/2509/P — Little Worge Farm, Willingford Lane

Permission refused.

13.3 Appeals/Enforcement — For Information Only

13.3.1 Telegraph Point, Coldharbour Farm Estate, Battle Road, Dallington
Appeal hearing on 3™ November. Appeal dismissed (APP/U1430/W/21/3270671)
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13.3.2 Land to the rear of Fir Tree Cottage, Netherfield Hill, Battle

Appeal hearing on 18" August & site visit on 9™ September. Appeals dismissed and enforcement
notices upheld. (APP/U1430/C/21/3269636/37/38 and APP/U1430/C/20/3261419/20 & 21)

13.3.3 Brightling Road, shed in field (ENF/7/21/BRI)
Enforcement have emailed the owner asking for contact and an update.
13.3.4 Enforcement

Clir Petty reported that she had been contacted by, and attended a meeting of, the Burwash Save our
Fields (BSOF) group who feel that the Enforcement department is not working effectively. In addition
to buildings enforcement, there are reports that protection of trees has not been adequately enforced.
The BSOF group hoped Rother DC could be persuaded to delay passing the imminent revision of its
Enforcement Code pending discussion with representatives from parish councils and the BSOF group.

ClIr Petty has since reported that Rother DC recommended that its revised Enforcement Code be
passed without the hoped-for consultation. Parish and town councillors are to be offered a virtual
meeting with a view to educating and instructing on matters of enforcement. Meanwhile, the BSOF
group is continuing to meet and discuss ways in which the group might encourage more robust and
effective action by the Enforcement Department.

Furthermore, from the RALC meeting, Jonathan Vine-Hall had reported that the Enforcement
department are making good progress with the backlog that had built up during the pandemic and that
the pre-application advice service is operational again from this month. Clir Wedmore added that he
felt the planning department is not using their existing powers very effectively e.g when enforcement
ask that retrospective planning applications are submitted, the planning department are then not
being robust enough. Peter Miles from Mountfield PC has a meeting in February with Ben Hook, Head
of Planning at Rother and Clir Wedmore is going to attend the meeting too.

14. Annual Assembly Planning

The Clerk asked how the Council would like to proceed with this year’s Annual Assembly in April. Clir
Wedmore stated that if it couldn’t be held in the village hall due to restrictions, then it should be
postponed in order not to repeat last year’s virtual meeting. In terms of inviting a guest speaker the
Clerk was asked to get in touch with a representative from Waste & Recycling, as well as Inspector
Jonathan Hartley and the village organisations for any reports. Due to the pandemic many events have
been cancelled for the last couple of years, but Cllr Wedmore felt that if a real effort was made to
invigorate the Annual Assembly with wine & nibbles served, it could be a good opportunity for the
village to come together again.

ACTION: The Clerk will issue the appropriate invitations & request reports from village organisations
in due course.

15. Community and Business Development
15.1 Broadband

Clir Wedmore circulated a report with an update on broadband which is attached as a separate
document to these minutes.

MINUTES Page 4 of 6 Initials . ..........


mailto:brightlingclerk@gmail.com

Chairman Clerk to the Council

B I ig 1F1 tl i— n g Clir Andrew Wedmore Mrs Gilly Lowe

Parish council
01424 838432
brightlingclerk@gmail.com

15.2 Crime, anti-social behaviour & police relationships

Clir Croft stated that there hadn’t been any crime in Brightling but there had been some theft from
sheds and cars in the area, particularly Robertsbridge and Battle.

15.3 Defibrillators - nothing to report.

15.4 Environment Policy & Bio-Diversity — nothing to report.
15.5 Footpaths & Bridleways - nothing to report.

15.6 Highways, Hedges & Potholes — see item 10

15.7 Messenger Magazine

ClIr Petty confirmed that details of the nativity in Ox Lodge Barn together with photographs had
been submitted for the next issue. Again, she made a plea for any other contributions.

15.8 Phone Box — see item 11.
15.9 Trees — nothing to report.
15.10 Utilities — nothing to report.
15.11 Refuse Collection

Clir Croft said that she had heard about the bin men asking for Christmas tips in Dallington which
she felt ought to be reported to Rother as a couple of residents had felt somewhat intimidated.
ACTION: The Clerk will pass the information on to the Clerk at Dallington.

15.12 Village Hall

Clir Petty reported that the village hall committee had met recently and the plans to install
broadband were on-going. The snooker room floor will also have some remedial work carried out.
Bookings were quite busy and the finances following government grants were in good shape.

15.13 Website
Clir Wedmore had provided a report that is attached as a separate document.
15.14 Welcome Packs

Clir Croft thought that there were new residents in Stonesdown Cottage, but Clir Petty thought that
Clir Oxenford had already delivered a welcome pack to them. Cllr Mower asked for help in knowing
about new arrivals and where to get the format, or the welcome packs from. Cllr Wedmore
suggested that she speak to Chris Wing who he thought held the original template.

16. Correspondence
16.1 A thankyou letter from St Wilfrid’s Hospice had previously been circulated.

16.2 Doug Edworthy’s letter to Huw Merriman, MP about firewood had been circulated to all councillors
for information.

17. Parish Councillors’ Forum

Clir Wedmore said that he had been contacted again by Rowena Summers about the noise from the
gypsum mine conveyor belt and the fact that it was operating throughout the night. Previously, the
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Brightling mine manager, Antonio Miceli, had confirmed that they had conducted a noise survey, and
had oiled some rollers, and would conduct the survey again and then seek advice from an
Environmental expert. They were proactively looking for remedies, but in the meantime the conveyor
continued to run, and the noise was disturbing Ms Summers quite considerably. Cllr Mower asked if
there was a covenant about mining or if they were in breach of planning permission conditions. ClIr
Wedmore said that mining comes under county not district planning rules. He suggested that an
article in The Messenger could ask if other residents have noticed the increased noise and activity
levels by way of canvassing further evidence.

ACTION: Cllr Wedmore to write an article for the next edition of The Messenger and reply to Ms
Summers emails.

Clir Petty said that she had received an email from the Maintenance & Environment workstream of
Burwash PC who had seen our agenda and would have attended tonight’s meeting but were unable
to.

ACTION: The Clerk was asked to contact them and invite them to the next meeting in March.
Clir Croft mentioned the flooding at Giffords Farm on the Battle Road recently.

ACTION: The Clerk/ClIr Petty to mention it at the SLR meeting on Tuesday under AOB.

Information for Councillors / Future Agenda ltems

The Clerk asked for confirmation of who would like to attend the new/refresher councillor and
Chairman training. Cllr Coleman and ClIr Croft asked to go on the February & March dates being
offered respectively.

Future Meetings

Clir Wedmore reminded councillors about the potential Planning Meetings on 9" February at 7.30pm
which would be cancelled if no new applications had been received

The next meeting of the parish council will be in Brightling Village Hall at 7.30pm.

19.1 The following are the remaining dates for council meetings in the current council year:
2022: 9™ March, (6" April Annual Assembly), 11t May (AGM)

....................... Signed (Chairman) Date..............
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