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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Brightling Parish Council  held  on Monday 
14th January 2019 at 7.30 p.m. at Brightling Village Hall 

 
Parish Councillors present: Cllrs Caroline Croft, Chris French, David Gasson, Daniel 

Lambert-Gorwyn, Jane Oxenford, Andrew Wedmore 
(Chair) and Rodderick Wrenn 

Parish Councillors absent: None 

District / County Councillors present:  RDC Cllr Eleanor Kirby-Green,  ESCC Cllr John 
Barnes 

In attendance: Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council 
4 members of the public 
  

1. Apologies for absence None  
 

2. Disclosures of interest  
2.1 Cllr Chris French declared a pecuniary interest in 8.2.1 as the planning permission 

applicant is a client. 
 

3. Additional agenda items 
The Chairman approved the addition of the following agenda items due notice of which 
has been given to the Clerk on the day before the meeting by 12 noon: 
6.2.2.3 Payment approval 
9.3.2 Tree consultation  
 

4. Minutes 
4.1 The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of the 

Parish Council held on Monday 19th November 2018 and the Planning Meeting held on 
Monday 31st December 2018 as correct records of the proceedings. 
 

5. Open Forum 

5.1 ESCC Cllr John Barnes reported as follows: 
5.1.1 The county budget for 2019/20 is not yet settled but there is a forum tomorrow.  It is likely 

that council tax will be increased by the maximum amount permissible without a 
referendum.  It is estimated that the maximum further savings possible without breaching 
statutory service obligations is £12m which will leave a funding gap of £33m. 

5.1.2 Income from Business Rates since 2014 has been moving from Business Rate Grant to 
Business Rate Retention which involves pooling arrangements.  In December 2018 central 
government approved an East Sussex ‘Pilot’ scheme which will improve income by a net 
£1.6m over current arrangements.  This is to be shared amongst the Pilot partner 
authorities with 26% being retained by the county council and 44% being shared among the 
District and Borough Councils. 

5.2 RDC Cllr Eleanor Kirby-Green reported as follows: 
5.2.1 Household waste collection services are provided by Kier Environmental Services who have 

negotiated an early exit from their contract.  Hastings, Wealden and Rother councils have 
conducted a competitive tendering process and awarded the new contract to Biffa Waste 
Services Ltd.  The new contract starts on Saturday 29th June 2019 and residents will be 
informed in due course of any changes in collection arrangements. 
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5.3 The Council was addressed by a member of the public, Mrs Anna Canetty-Clarke, regarding 
her planning application RR/2018/2877/P which was discussed by the Council at its Planning 
Meeting on 31st December 2018.  Following that meeting the Council posted unfavourable 
comments on the design of the proposed dwelling. 
Mrs Canetty-Clarke showed members drawings of a revised design, already emailed to 
members and available now at the RDC Planning Portal.  She stressed that she and her husband 
will go to great lengths to modify the design to something which will win support from the 
Parish Council.  She went on to outline specific changes aimed at making the appearance more 
in keeping with the ‘Sussex vernacular’ for an agricultural worker’s dwelling which is what the 
extant planning permission is for. 
The Chairman asked for clarification about the floor area of the proposed building which 
members felt was rather large for a cottage.  Mrs Canetty-Clarke responded that the existing 
dwelling is 140 sq m and has permission for an extension of 28 sq m.  The proposed dwelling is 
for 168 sq m. 
Other members asked questions at the end of which the Chairman thanked Mrs Canetty-
Clarke for speaking to the council. 
 
The Chairman then moved that the order of business be changed under Standing Order 10. a) 
vii) so that agenda item 8.2.1 be taken next.  Cllr Chris French repeated his declaration of a 
pecuniary interest and took no part in the discussion which followed. 
 

5.4 Agenda item 8.2.1 - RR/2018/2877/P - Green Oak Farm, Brightling Road, Brightling TN32 5HB 
– Amendments to extant permission RR/2014/0765/P (Replacement of existing agricultural 
workers dwelling) to deliver a replacement agricultural workers dwelling with an alternative 
design. Parish Council has posted its objection to the proposal as being out of character with the area. 
 
The Chairman asked members to consider the representations they had just heard and the 
revised plans they had viewed.  Members were asked in turn for their views as a result of which 
the council resolved, on the motion of the Chairman seconded by Cllr Jane Oxenford, on the 
following statement to be posted on the RDC Planning Portal -  
“At its meeting on 14th January 2019 the parish council welcomed the changes in design shown 
in drawing 18067 - PL - 03 Revision E. The council felt that it was important that the overall 
size of the building should be appropriate for an agricultural workers family dwelling, as 
determined by the planning authority.” 

 
6. Finance and Governance 
6.1 RFO Report 

6.1.1 Members received a statement of income and expenditure against budget to 31st 
December 2018.  There were no significant variances from budget. 

6.1.2 Members received a bank reconciliation to 31st December 2018.  The Chairman, 
who has been on line to verify the figures, noted that bank interest of £5.47 on the 
last day of December was omitted from the figures.  The RFO will rectify the 
omission. 

6.1.3 On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Cllr David Gasson the council 
adopted the budget, tabled as draft and amended at the previous meeting to include 
provision for a ballot to be held as part of the elections in May, and this will be 
published online. 

6.1.4 On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Cllr Chris French the council 
resolved to set the precept for 2019/20 at £7,375.   RDC will be informed 
accordingly. 
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6.2 Receipts and Payments 
6.2.1 Members received a schedule of receipts and payments in November and December 2018 

and this was approved on the motion of the Chairman seconded by Cllr Caroline Croft. 
6.2.2 On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Cllr Caroline Croft, members approved the 

following payments- 
6.2.2.1 Information Commissioner’s Office – annual registration fee - £40 
6.2.2.2 Jon Avery – churchyard mowing 2nd half year - £300 plus vat. 
6.2.2.3 Douglas Andrews – Darwell Hole finger post – on presentation of his invoice against 

purchase order for £1,230 + vat and following installation of the sign post. 
 

6.3 Governance 
6.3.1 Parish Clerk recruitment 

6.3.1.1 The interview panel, comprising the Chairman and the Clerk interviewed all 
three applicants.  They noted that the choice was not easy as all three were 
perfectly capable of filling the role.  However, they recommended to 
members that the post be offered to Mrs Gilly Lowe.    

6.3.1.2 Members resolved, on the motion of Cllr Jane Oxenford seconded by Cllr  
Daniel Lambert-Gorwyn, to accept the interview panel’s recommendation 
and to make an offer of employment as Clerk to the Council and Responsible 
Financial Officer from 1st April 2019 to Mrs Gilly Lowe.  
The Chairman said that he plans to telephone the unsuccessful candidates to 
thank them for their application and to express the council’s appreciation of 
their interest. 

6.3.1.3 Members approved the training and hand over arrangements proposed for 
Mrs Lowe.  She will spend two hours per week with the clerk in his home 
office for which she will receive an allowance of £20 per week plus car 
mileage allowance.  Assuming that the programme lasts the full 10 weeks the 
cost, to be charged to the training budget, will be £245. 

6.3.2 Members discussed the content of the Annual Assembly on 8th April 2019 and 
agreed the following – 

6.3.2.1 Waste recycling is a matter of growing interest.  Now that BIFFA are taking 
over household waste collection (they already are contracted to County for 
disposal and recycling), they may be able to mount a presentation.  RDC Cllr 
Eleanor Kirby-Green suggested that the Clerk contact RDC for contact 
details.  

6.3.2.2 Oldwood Surgery patients liaison group have asked for an opportunity to 
address the parish council and this is planned for the March council meeting.  
After that, members will decide whether or not to invite them to address the 
Annual Assembly. 

6.3.2.3 Steve Proctor is organising the NextDoor web site and should be invited to 
speak to the Annual Assembly. 

6.3.2.4 A police representative is usually invited.  RDC Cllr Kirby-Green advised that 
Inspector Dan Russell, the previous Prevention Officer, has taken up a 
promotion post at Lewes HQ and that Insp Johnny Hartley has succeeded 
him.   He is based in Battle and is equally keen to speak to parishes.  The 
Clerk will contact him. 

6.3.2.5 The Tree Warden is newly appointed and should be invited to speak. 

6.3.2.6 Annual reports from village organisations will be requested and will be made 
available at the meeting in printed format.  
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6.3.3 The Chairman advised members that the council is remiss in not publishing details 
online of how to contact parish councillors.  He suggested that an email address 
and/or telephone number would be appropriate.  After discussion members agreed 
to publish both their email address and their home phone number with the 
exception of –  
Jane Oxenford and Roddy Wrenn to publish email only, and  
David Gasson his phone number only. 
 

7. Community and Business Development 

7.1 Newcomer’s orientation and information pack – based on recent additions to the 
electoral role, 3 households were identified where it would be appropriate to deliver a 
pack.   

7.2 Village website – the Chairman recently held a meeting with people who have 
expressed interest in some involvement and three people attended.  One outcome is 
that there is to be a screen at the village market where people can experience the 
website. 

7.3 Broadband – a fibre service has gone live in Brightling Road at Fern Hill and beyond.  
Hollingrove is overdue as it was promised for December 2018. 

7.4 Other utilities – 2 power cuts in November were noted and both were of 3 hours or 
longer.  The Chairman asked members to advise him so that he can compile a record 
which could be taken up with the electricity supply company.  

7.5 Phone box – refurbishment is complete.  The light which was permanently on has been 
extinguished. 

7.6 The Chairman reminded members that councillors’ Lead Responsibilities are supposed 
to be published on the parish website.  After discussion members agreed to publish the 
following as their Lead Responsibilities: 
 

Broadband Cllr Andrew Wedmore 
Crime, anti-social behaviour, police relationships Cllr Caroline Croft 
Defibrillators Cllr Caroline Croft 
Hedges overhanging highway Cllr Chris French 
Phone box Cllr Jane Oxenford 
Planning Cllrs Chris French & David 

Gasson 
Potholes and road surface problems Cllr David Gasson 
Refuse collection Cllr David Gasson 
Road drainage Cllr David Gasson 
Signposts Cllr Daniel Lambert-Gorwyn 
Trees Cllr Daniel Lambert-Gorwyn 

plus Tree Warden 
Utilities (water and electricity) Cllr Caroline Croft 
Village hall Cllr Jane Oxenford 
Website Cllr Andrew Wedmore 
Welcome packs Cllr Jane Oxenford 

 
 

8. Planning Matters 
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8.1 Existing applications – members noted progress and outcomes of those tabled at a previous 
meeting. 

8.1.1 RR/2018/2281/P - Phoebes Shaw, Perrymans Lane, Brightling TN19 7DH Addition 
of first floor to existing garage to provide office accommodation.  PC view is that this 
is over development and appears to be additional living accommodation.  RDC approved 
(conditional). 

8.1.2 RR/2018/2879/P - Green Oak Farm, Brightling Road, Brightling TN32 5HB - 
Erection of a herb house and a replacement agricultural building comprising 
storage, farm shop, office, herb processing area, and training room ancillary to 
agricultural use.  Parish Council has posted its support. 

8.2 New applications – to determine the council’s response to the following -  

8.2.1 RR/2018/2877/P - Green Oak Farm 
Counil’s position determined at 5.4 above. 

8.2.2 RR/2018/3051/P - Green Oak Farm, Brightling Road, Brightling TN32 5HB - 
Installation of ground PV solar panels and related equipment in the top field at 
Green Oak Farm (North end). Parish Council has posted its support subject to 
screening the view from the road. 

8.2.3 RR/2018/2995/P - Mountfield Park Farm, Mountfield Lane, Brightling TN32 5LE - 
Erection of oak framed triple garage with room over. 
Parish Council determined to register  “no objections”. 
 

8.3 Breaches and enforcement – to note the following update - 

8.3.1 ENF/203/18/BRI Telegraph Point - The material change of use of land for the stationing of a 
mobile home occupied for residential purposes together with associated services, including 
decking and sheds A consequence of the refusal of planning permission for occupation to continue. 
No further update at this time. 

8.4 Appeals - 

8.5 New appeal 2567 lodged 25/10/18 re RR/2018/1598/P - 1 Grants Cottages, Cackle Street, oak 
framed conservatory.  Appeal refused. 
 

9. Highways Matters 

9.1 Finger posts (report) –  

9.1.1 Darwell Hole – new finger post is work in progress at supplier.  Expected to be 
completed and installed within four weeks. 

9.2 Strengthening Local Relationships (SLR) 

9.2.1 The third meeting is tomorrow, 15th January.  Cllr Caroline Croft asked if a 
number of flooding issues could be added to the agenda.  The most serious is at 
Stacey’s Corner. 

9.3 Countryside - 

9.3.1 Sussex Lund is calling for bids for small projects to enhance the High Weald 
AONB.  Cllr Jane Oxenford suggested that a wild life garden at the village hall is 
being considered and will explore making it a bid to Sussex Lund. 

9.3.2 DEFRA tree consultation – members agreed with the Chairman that the parish 
council should not only endorse the need for the Forestry Commission to have 
more enforcement powers but also to urge that the Commission be far more 
robust in exercising its existing powers. 
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The Clerk will liaise with the Tree Warden to frame the Council’s response to the 
consultation before the closing date of 28th February 2019. 

9.3.3 Bridleway Battle 1 – the obstruction of this bridleway, which runs from Old 
Woman’s Wood Farm to Cackle Street, was raised at the previous ordinary 
meeting at item 9.3.  Since then the clerk has obtained the relevant Title Plan from 
Land Registry and ascertained the landowner.  Members instructed the Clerk to 
write to the landowner in a conciliatory manner requesting that he meet his 
obligations to remove trees which are obstructing the bridleway. 

9.4 Road Names – The Chairman reported that RDC’s Street Naming Officer was generally 
supportive of the changes proposed by the Parish Council.  However, Perryman’s lane and 
Fontridge lane cross into Burwash and their parish council’s support is necessary if the 
proposed changes are to be made.  The Chairman has contacted Cllr Jenner at Burwash PC 
and is liaising with him. 
 

10. Correspondence received 

10.1 Consultation from Oldwood GP surgery.  They have accepted an invitation to address 
the next meeting of the parish council which is in March. 

10.2 Letters or emails of thanks for donations received from Air Ambulance, RNLI, St Michael’s 
Hospice, Victim Support, Rother Rural Trust and Brightling Village Hall. 
 

11. Parish Councillors’ Forum 
11.1 Councillor Andrew Wedmore said that there was a need for "succession planning" regarding 

the chairmanship of the Parish Council.  Various councillors suggested that it would be a good 
idea to publicize the forthcoming election and take steps to encourage more people to come 
forward to stand as parish councillors.  
 

12. Information for Councillors / Future Agenda Items 
None 
 

13. Next meetings 

13.1 The next meeting of the parish council will be in Brightling Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

13.2 The following are the remaining dates for council meetings in the current council year: 
11 March 2019      
8 April 2019 Annual Assembly 
13 May 2019 Annual Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Signed (Chairman) 

 
 
 

 


