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Minutes of the Special Meeting of Brightling Parish Council held on  

Tuesday 5th October 2021 at 7.30 p.m. at Brightling Village Hall 

 

Parish Councillors present: Cllrs Daniel Lambert-Gorwyn, Judy Petty, Jane Oxenford and Andrew Wedmore 
(Chair)  

Parish Councillors absent:   Cllrs Croft & Mower 

District Councillors present:   RDC Cllr John Barnes 

In attendance:   Gilly Lowe, Clerk to the Council & 3 members of the public 
  

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Croft, Cllr Mower & Cllr Kirby-Green (ESCC).  

2. As Chairman, Cllr Wedmore invited any contributions from the public regarding the planning 
applications on the agenda. Mr & Mrs Everett & Nicola McGill all agreed with the Council’s proposed 
objections, which had previously been circulated.  

2.1 The applications related to the property known as The Oast, Brickyard Lane, Oxley’s Green were 
then debated together and all councillors present asked for their opinion. They all stated that they 
agreed with the proposed comments and had nothing further to add. Cllr Wedmore proposed 
that the following comments and objections be submitted in relation to the four applications, and 
this was seconded by Cllr Petty and all those present were in favour. 

2.1.1 RR/2021/1969/P - Demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of log cabin. Extension of 
existing residential curtilage. (Retrospective)  

Brightling Parish Council objects to this application.  The building's position and appearance is damaging to the 
High Weald AONB, contrary to the objective in Rother's plan to "protect and enhance the High Weald 
AONB".  The building does not conform to the High Weald Design Guide, which has been adopted as a planning 
consideration. Log cabins are not a traditional form of building in the High Weald.  With its newly-formed 
separate drive (planning application RR/2021/1982/P) and separately fenced-off garden, it appears to be an 
attempt to create a potentially separate dwelling.  We object to the existence of any additional separate 
habitable building in this location as it is not a sustainable location and is not within any development 
area.  The very existence of any new building here is damaging to the High Weald AONB. 
Brightling Parich Council also specifically objects to the conversion of part of the agricultural field to form a 
separate garden for the Log Cabin.  
However, if Rother are minded to approve this application despite the objections, we would request that the 
following conditions be imposed: 

• No external lighting (to respect the "Dark Skies" policy) and no roof-lights to be inserted (either now or 
later). 

• Access to be via the existing entrance to The Oast, not via the new drive ((planning 
application RR/2021/1982/P) ) 

• The building should not be sold off separately from The Oast, or rented out, or hired out as holiday 
accommodation, or used for any other commercial purpose, but solely for the residents of The Oast.  This 
condition should be secured by a Section 32 agreement. 

• Planning permission should not be granted until details of heating and energy use have been supplied, to 
conform with Rother's policy SRM1: Towards a Low Carbon future 

 

mailto:brightlingclerk@gmail.com
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2.1.2 RR/2021/1945/P – Erection of a workshop shed. (Retrospective) 

Brightling Parish Council objects to this application, on the grounds that it is too close to the boundary with the 
neighbouring property.  However, if Rother District Council are minded to approve this application, then we 
would request the following conditions: 

• The building only to be used for uses incidental to the enjoyment of The Oast, eg garden equipment 
storage.  

▪ If the building is permitted to be used as a workshop, then a noise limit should be imposed, and workshop 
use limited to normal working hours 

▪ The building not to be sold off separately, rented out, or used as holiday accommodation. 
 

2.1.3 RR/2021/1955/P – Installation of below ground domestic sewage treatment plant. (Retrospective) 

Brightling Parish Council objects to this application.  While we do not object in principle to the replacement of 
the existing septic tank system for The Oast, we believe that it should be located in a place where it does not 
apparently require a separate drive.  
 
2.1.4 RR/2021/1982/P – Creation of field track and widened field access opening. (Retrospective) 

Brightling Parish Council objects to this application.  It is damaging to the High Weald AONB and totally 
unnecessary for the stated purpose (to enable the new sewage treatment plant to be emptied).  If it is really 
the case that the sewage treatment plant needs its own driveway, then the sewage treatment plant should be 
located somewhere else, where it doesn't need a separate driveway (ie accessible from the existing parking 
area in front of the oast).  In any case, the sewage treatment plant will need to be emptied at most once a year 
and this can easily be done during times of year when it is accessible across the field.  
 
Cllr Barnes reassured the members of the public and Council that he would make sure the applications went 
before the planning committee. Cllr Wedmore stated that Cllr Kirby-Green had offered the same and hoped 
therefore that thorough scrutiny of the applications would take place.   
 
2.2 Both applications located at Brown’s Oak Cottage, Brickyard Lane, Brightling TN19 7DL were then 

discussed.  
 

2.2.1 RR/2021/1818/P - Single storey oak framed kitchen extension to side. 
Cllr Wedmore proposed the following comments were submitted. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Lambert-
Gorwyn, and all those present were in favour. 
Brightling Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that the extension, by its appearance, is 
damaging to the High Weald AONB.  It is in a conspicuous position and does not respect the local vernacular 
architecture. 
However, if Rother are minded to approve this application despite the objections, we would request that the 
following conditions be imposed: 
▪ No external lighting (to respect the "Dark Skies" policy) 
▪ Any rooflights to be fitted with an automatic system that would prevent light being emitted into the sky, 

without requiring manual intervention. 
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2.2.2 RR/2021/2011/P - Proposed riding arena for private equestrian use and adjustment to existing residential 
driveway alignment (including change of use of land).  
After some discussion, Cllr Wedmore proposed that the following comments be submitted: 
Brightling Parish Council does not object to this application provided that the following conditions are met: 
▪ No lighting (to respect the "Dark Skies" policy) 
▪ The arena should be screened from the road with native trees and shrubs.  
▪ The arena to be used solely for the occupants of Browns Oak Farm Cottage to exercise horses, and not be 

hired, lent, or used for any commercial purpose. 
This was seconded by Cllr Petty and passed unanimously. 

 
 
Cllr Wedmore further proposed that the Parish Council write a formal complaint to the planning department 
regarding the short time frames that are being issued with planning applications on the website. The deadline 
to submit comments is often only a few days after applications have appeared online, and this discourages 
members of the public from commenting. Cllr Barnes said that it is an IT problem which needs to be sorted out, 
although that is not a valid excuse. Cllr Petty said that she would raise the issue at the RALC meeting the 
following evening.  
 

3. The Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) is currently under consultation by Rother District Council. 
Although many of the new proposals are still not relevant to Brightling, Cllr Wedmore proposed that the 
clause to include “the flying or preparation for flying of drones in a manner that causes or likely to cause 
harassment, alarm or distress to any person” should be adopted and Cllr Petty seconded this proposal. The 
Clerk was asked to submit these comments before the consultation deadline of 19th October. 

 
4. Following the automatic disqualification of one of the councillors due to non-attendance, Cllr Wedmore 

proposed the declaration of a vacancy on the Parish Council. This was seconded by Cllr Petty and the Clerk 
was asked to start the process of electing a new councillor. 

 
5. Nicola McGill explained that the Mary Herbert Foundation required Brightling Parish Council to nominate 

two trustees.  Cllr Wedmore proposed that Nicola McGill and Cllr Petty be nominated, and this was 
seconded by Cllr Oxenford. Additionally, Cllr Oxenford and Cllr Wedmore said that they were happy to be 
nominated as East Sussex representatives. Nicola McGill thanked the Chairman. 
 

6. AOB – Cllr Wedmore asked if a councillor could attend Rother’s Annual Parish Conference on 20th October at 
2pm (remotely) as he was unable to, and Cllr Petty offered to attend. The Clerk said she would forward the 
agenda as soon as it was made available. 
 

7. The Chairman closed the meeting. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Signed (Chairman)      Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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