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BREDE

BREDE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 25t February 2025 at
7:30pm in Brede Village Hall, Committee Room.

Present: Councillors S Hampson (Chair), M Griffiths, M Duffield, R Oliver J Allison and D
McDonald

In Attendance: The Clerk, Rother District Clir Neil Gordon and East Sussex County
Councillor Carl Maynard (from 8pm) and one member of the public.

334 Public Question Time. The member of the public was on the Village Hall
Committee, and about to stand down. He wished to thank the Clerk for her
support and help over the past two years with various aspects of running the
hall. He went on to raise further concerns that the traffic island in Cackle Street
has still not been reinstated, and that in its present state it was a danger to
motorists. He has contacted the MP about this.

The member of the public then left the meeting

335 Apologies for Absence: Clirs M Wey, M Chamberlain, and G Olson.

336 a) Declaration of Interests: None.
b) Dispensation Requests: None.

337 Minutes of the following meeting were considered.
a. Full Council Meeting 28t January 2025 291/2024 - 317/2024.
Clir Duffield proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the
meeting. This was seconded by Clir Mc Donald.
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes for signing.

338 Update on Work in Progress and Clerk’s report.
The work in progress had been circulated. The clerk had been mostly working
on the tree and bat works, which had been completed for now.

339 Chair’s Report.
The Chair reported that he, along with Cllrs Duffield and McDonald, had met
with East Sussex County Councillor Carl Maynard and representatives from
Highways to look at what could be improved at the Crossroads, access to the
twitten, (possible removal of one of the metal barriers), access to the path in
Northiam Road, (possible cutting back of the overgrown hedges), and the
pavements near Sunbeam Farm. Some actions had been noted and would be
looked into and bought to Council for consideration as needed.
He had been to the school to give a presentation to the Student Council about
why the tree had to be cut down. Pupils had been concerned about what would
replace the Oak, as a further oak tree would not grow very quickly. They would
like to see some faster growing trees, perhaps ornamental or fruit growing
trees. The staff had been concerned about the lack of shade for sports
activities.
He has spent the best part of two days at the Recreation Ground while the tree
works were completed.



340 Correspondence.
A consultation on Housing development strategy, which would be added to the
March Agenda.
An email from the forestry commission about possible illegal tree felling.
(Further correspondence had confirmed that a licence was not required by the
Parish Council for the one tree.)
Enquiry about who the Parish Council had used for the tree inspection. Details
would be given.
Enquiry from a wood carver about the wood. This had been followed up.

341 Reports from the District and County Councillors.
Rother District Clir Neil Gordon, reported that Rother would be due to be
abolished in either March 2027 or 2028, following devolution. The budget had
been published, showing a projected 3.6m reserve for 2025-2026. The
Northiam car park would remain free

East Sussex County Cllr Carl Maynard, reported that locally it had all been
about potholes. He has been working with the stewards, although the worst
roads were not in Brede. Most pothole filling this time of year is 28 day
temporary fills but he encouraged residents to report if a permanent repair did
not follow in a timely manner. The budget had been completed, the Adult Social
care budget had been trimmed.

The Consultation about the proposed mayoralty was out.

Cllrs Maynard and Gordon then left the meeting at 8.10pm

Cllr Hampson moved to take item 15 next as CliIr Griffiths needed to leave
directly after it.

Motion for Consideration

342 Standards Consultation. Clir Griffiths had prepared a draft response which
had been circulated to Councillors. The draft was discussed at length and a few
changes made
Council resolved that the clerk should submit the draft response with
the agreed changes, as a collective response from the whole Council.

Clir Griffiths left the meeting at 8.20pm.

Council returned to the next agenda item.

343 Finance
a. Accounts to end of January 2025
b. Payment Schedule for February 2025
Council resolved to
a) to approve the accounts to the end of January 2025.
b) to approve the payment schedule for February 2025

Payment Schedule for February 2025

Net Vat Gross
D/D Tesco Mobile Clerks Phone 12.85 2.57 £15.42
D/D Onecom Village Hall Broadband 42.62 8.52 £51.14
BACS | Mr G Booth Handman January £100.00
BACS | Viking Stationary and stamps 303.05 26.61 £329.66
BACS | Wealden Print Newsletter £545.00
BACS | Gimbals Tree works | Large Oak tree works 9000.00 | 1800.00 | £10800.00
BACS | Bakerwells Initial Bat inspection 350.00 70.00 £420.00
BACS | Bakerwells Bat boxes and checks 1057.22 211.44 | £1268.66
BACS | ESALC Training 40.00 8.00 £48.00




BACS | Brede Village Hall Hall Hire £27.00
BACS | Uniserve Emails for November 46.30 9.26 £55.56
BACS | Trinity Methodist Hall Hire £65.25
Church
BACS | T Dixon Expenses, McAfee renewal £109.99
BACS | T Dixon Wages for February EXXX
BACS | HMRC PAYE £203.48
D/D NEST Clerk Pension, to note £449.01
details only Employers
Contribution £172.70

Proceedings and reports of committees and working parties.
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Recreation Ground maintenance and equipment. The latest Equipment
inspection report had been received and showed no items which needed
immediate action. The report would be circulated to Councillors.

Footpaths. No report

Seats, trees, bus shelters, bins and hedges. The first tree works were
completed

Village Hall: The AGM is on the 19%" March.
Newsletter. Is ready for distribution and is with the deliverers.
Speed Watch: No report.

Highways Items: The drain by the Northiam Road bus stop is blocked, and
there is a collapsing manhole in Ostlers Field. Councillors to send picture to the
clerk for reporting.

Climate and Ecology Working Group: No report.

Report from the Recreation Ground Committee. Met on thel7th February.
Loss of shade for the school as discussed, the clerk is looking at possible options
and will contact the school to see what might help. Clerk also to look at
possibilities for trees/shrubs to plant. The grant application to the Rother
Community Fund will be decided in March. Clerk to get quotes for the swings to
be cleaned.

Agenda Items for decisions

353

Ongoing and future tree works. The work on the Oak at the Recreation
Ground had been completed. A ground level bat survey had been required, and
this had indicated multiple potential roasts for bats. An aerial survey of the tree
prior to works commencing, pre erected roosting boxes and a non licensed bat
felling methodology for the tree would be required. This would extend the time
taken for the tree works, and require a three day traffic management order.
The clerk had kept the Chair and Vice Chair updated at all times.

Three quotes for the routine tree works had been circulated.

Council resolved to ratify the costs for the bat checks, roosting boxes
and aerial climb, and the additional costs of the tree felling works due
to the bat methodology required.

Council resolved to accept the quote from GSH trees for the routine
works for £2250 plus VAT. Clerk to check with the Arborologist exactly
which limbs needed work for T184.
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357
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359.

Hedge Cutting in the Recreation Ground. Two quotes for the yearly cutting
of the recreation ground hedges had been circulated.

Council resolved to accept the quote from Hunisetts for £700 for the
hedge cutting.

Handyman. This item was deferred to March awaiting confirmation of
insurances in place.
Item deferred to March

Devolution. Councillors agreed that a Council response to the Mayoral
Authority Consultation should be considered at the March meeting for
submission, and that the clerk should attend whatever meetings were available
that she felt were appropriate, to ensure Brede Parish Council is prepared for
and changes with Devolution.

Response deferred to March

Rights of Way Consultation. Councillors had not had time to read through
the consultation. Clerk to circulate the questionnaire and ask for responses for
collation.

Council resolved to delegate the clerk to make a collated response from
Councillors replies.

Items for noting or for including on future agendas.
Training Policy March

Mayoral Authority Consultation March

Handyman March

Offer of land near Stubb Lane for Parish Use.

Resilience Plan March

Christmas Trees

Date of Scheduled next meetings
Full Council Meeting 25t March 2025 in Trinity Methodist Church Hall.
Planning meetings will be booked when required.

The meeting closed 9pm

Signed

Date

Brede Parish Council



