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BREDE

BREDE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 22"? October 2024 at
7:30pm in Trinity Methodist Church Hall

Present: Councillors S Hampson (Chair), M Chamberlain, ] Allison, M Duffield and D
McDonald

In Attendance: The Clerk, Rother District Clir Neil Gordon and East Sussex County ClIr
Carl Maynard (for part)

205 Public Question Time. None

206 Presentation regarding land at Stubb Lane and its possible donation to
the Council. This item has been deferred to November as the presenter needs
more time to prepare.

207 Apologies for Absence: Clirs M Griffiths, G Olson, R Oliver and M Wey

208 a) Declaration of Interests: None
b) Dispensation Requests: None.

209 Minutes of the following meeting were considered.
a. Full Council Meeting 24" September 2024 173/2024 - 198/2024.
Clir McDonald proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the
meeting. This was seconded by Clir Chamberlain.
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes for signing.

210 Update on Work in Progress and Clerks report.
The work in progress had been circulated. Regarding the enquiries made by the
clerk about the concerns over the withdrawal of the Winter Fuel Payments,
responses had been received from Trinity Church and the Rye Foodbank,
nothing from St Georges Church or the Drs Surgery. The foodbank reported
that they felt the impact would be less than feared among their clients as most
are already on the Pension Credit. In the subsequent discussion, Clir McDonald
felt strongly that some in the Parish would be in great difficulties and the Council
should do all they can to assist. Cllr Hampson pointed out that the Council could
not provide financial assistance to individuals, but grants might be available for
organisations seeking to help them. One possibility would be for Councillors or
others in the community to assist people with applications for supplementary
benefits. There were some detailed articles in the forthcoming Parish Council
Newsletter. Clir Duffield had been in discussion with the Department of Work
and Pensions who drew attention to the Pension Credit Calculator and were to
provide some publicity for that.

The clerk had attended the ESALC forum.

ESCC has put in a bid to become a unitary authority, West Sussex CC and
Brighton and Hove have also done this.

Concerns were being raised by clerks over highways, repairs by Balfour Beatty,
the frequent and short notice cancellation of SLR meetings. A meeting between
highways, Clerks and Chairs to be arranged by Trevor Leggo.
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Chair’s Report. The Chair reported that he had attended some planning
training and could confirm that there would be no changes in status or
protection of the AONB. Payments of CiL would continue.

Correspondence.
None which had not been circulated.

Reports from the District and County Councillors.
Rother District Clir Neil Gordon, reported that The review to the Rother
Community Grant Scheme was currently on hold.

East Sussex County Clir Carl Maynard, reported that there was a
consultation out on Adult Social Care. The looked after children budget was
currently overspending by £1m a month due to rising costs and statutory
expectations. ESCC needs a 14% increase on the precept just to stand still this
year. Cllr Maynard requested that residents continue to report potholes and
blocked drains as they occur.

Finance

a. Accounts to end of September 2024
b. Payment schedule for October 2024

Council resolved to

a) to approve the accounts to the end of September 2024,

b) to approve the payment schedule for October 2024

Payment Schedule for October 2024

Net Vat Gross

D/D Tesco Mobile Clerks Phone 12.85 2.57 £15.42
D/D Onecom Village Hall Broadband 42.62 8.52 £51.14
BACS | Mr ] Butler Handman August £114.90
BACS | Action in Rural Sussex Subscription 120.00 | 24.00 | £144.00
BACS | Broad Oak Tree Surgery | Additional grass cutting £250.00
BACS | Uniserve Emails for September 46.30 | 9.26 | £55.56
BACS | Country Buttercups Refund for payment made to £19.00

council in error
BACS | Brede Village Hall Hall hire £31.50
BACS | Curley Consultants Tree inspection £490.00
BACS | ESALC Training 40.00 | 8.00| £48.00
BACS | T Dixon Expenses (Poppies) £59.94
BACS | T Dixon Wages for August EXXX
BACS | HMRC PAYE £119.49
D/D NEST Clerk Pension, to note details £267.47

only Employers Contribution

£148.59

Proceedings and reports of committees and working parties.
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Recreation Ground maintenance and equipment. Two fence posts have
been repaired.

Footpaths. ClIr Olson sent in a report to say that there had been some
updates on the online system to say repairs had been completed, but it was
unclear which ones. He will be reporting the broken gate latch on the Sunbeam
farm footpath.
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Seats, trees, bus shelters, bins and hedges. The tree report had just been
received by the clerk and would be circulate to all councillors. Further urgent
investigative work was needed to two trees.

Village Hall: The hall is generally running well. The warm space event is on
hold until any responses from the article in the Parish newsletter come in. The
hourly hiring rate is being reviewed.

Newsletter. The newsletter is at the printers and due to return by Friday. To
be with the distributers by Monday.

Speed Watch: No report.

Highways Items: SLR agenda items were requested by the clerk by Friday this
week. Reinstatement of the verges around the manhole covers in Udimore road
should have started today.

Request to clear the branches from the fallen tree in Kingwood Hill, ESCC
highways did not know who cut up the tree or even if it was on their land so
some investigation is being done. Clir McDonald raised some concerns about
Chitcombe Road, a leaning fence and an overgrown kerb opposite the shop. The
Clerk to check and report where needed.

Climate and Ecology Working Group: Has not met.

Report from the Recreation Ground Committee. Awaiting a decision about
the Lottery fund application before meeting again.

Agenda Items for decisions
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Grass Cutting for 2025. Councillors discussed the success/failure of the
wildflower areas. It was felt that the area by the Village Hall was not worth
trying to leave for wildflowers, as nothing had appeared after 2 years. The
Oakhill Drive area had shown some small increase in flowers, but would benefit
from only being left for two cuts not three.

Council resolved to continue with five cuts a year, to retain the
wildflower area at Oakhill by not cutting it for cuts 2 and 3, and to
continue with no mow May.

Planters on the Village Green. Councillors discussed the overgrown planters,
which were causing visibility issues for drivers. The plants are hebe’s and
should be able to be cut back rather than removed.

Council resolved to have the plants cut back hard to improve the
visibility.

Rother Parish Conference and ESALC conference. Clirs Griffiths and
Hampson were interested in attending the Rother Parish Conference. It was felt
that the ESALC conference was not of interest this year.

Council resolved to send Cllrs Hampson and Griffiths to the Rother
Parish Conference, and no-one to the ESALC conference.

Items for noting or for including on future agendas.

Annual Parish Meeting

Training Policy

Play Equipment Inspections for 2025

The clerks appraisal is due

A precept budget setting meeting to be booked for the 10t December.



228. Date of Scheduled next meetings
Full Council Meeting 26™ November 2024 in Brede Village Hall (Committee
Room)
Planning meetings will be booked when required.

The meeting closed 8.42pm

Signed Date

Brede Parish Council



