Brede Parish Council


 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 27th October 2015 at 7:30pm in the Brede Village Hall

Present: Councillors L Nottage, R Came, Mrs J Armstrong, Mrs C Collins, J Fowler and Mrs R Oliver. 3 members of the Affordable Housing Project, Kim Randall from Hastoe, Les the site foreman and John from the building company were present along with 1 member of the public.
171
a) Declaration of Interests: None
b) Dispensation Requests: Cllrs Came and Fowler as members of the Village Hall Management Committee.

172
Apologies for Absence: Were noted from I Stone and PCSO Georghiou.


Minutes of the following meetings were considered.
173
Full Council Meeting – 29th September 2015 134/15 – 164/15 - Cllr Mrs Armstrong proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Oliver. All members present agreed.
174
Planning Meeting – 13th October 2015 165/15 – 170/15 - Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Oliver. All members present agreed.

175
Matters arising: - 

None
176
Affordable Housing Report:

Kim Randall from Hastoe reported that all is going well and that in most areas they are two weeks ahead and in other areas more than two weeks ahead of schedule. She reminded us that the weather may change this but that they are currently pleased with progress.


Les reported that they are just closing roofs on the bottom two houses and the windows went in today (Tuesday 27th October) and a week on Monday they will be plastered. Within four weeks there will be activity at the top end of the site (weather dependent).

Q: What about the small turning on the left? This will become a back garden when landscaping has been completed.


Q: Has anything happened regarding the government’s initiative of selling off affordable housing? Hastoe will be voting ‘no’ and are hoping that the rural exception sites (as in Brede) will be excluded but until the government have made a final decision it is not possible to say. However Hastoe and their Chief Executive, Sue Chalkley, are being very proactive and are utilising public opinion. 


The dwellings are for private rent or shared ownership. Hastoe will always own 20% of the shared ownership houses.

Q: Are the houses and flats still for local people? Yes. Hastoe’s key ethos is building for people within the local area and they will only build once a local need has been identified. Local people (those who live in the area, grew up in it or have a connection to it) will be considered in the first instance, only then do Rother offer them to the next ring of villages. Amy Fearne at Rother has already started work on this and initial enquiries show that there are currently more people who qualify for the housing than there are dwellings. The rented accommodation will be advertised 3 months ahead of completion and shared ownership 6 months ahead of completion.


Q: Has a name for the road been chosen yet? No but they have received the Parish Council’s choice of name. There is a site visit in a couple of weeks and by the end of November there will be a full postal address and the Parish Council will be informed.

Q: Do Hastoe have plans to extend the affordable housing onto the land at the back of the site where a gate has been left to access the area? This is not something they would do on a regular basis and it is currently not on the agenda. The gate has been left so that the owner has access to it should they appear and be able to prove ownership. Hastoe have been offered land at the side for sale but no decision has been made on this.


Cllr Fowler thanked the building firm for keeping the road and verge tidy. They explained that as a local firm the builders like to maintain the site well. More landscaping will be done nearing completion of the site.


The foreman offered the Council a site visit after Christmas and said he would be in touch to arrange a date towards the end of January when the site is safe. 

Kim reminded us that her monthly report was to follow.


The Chair thanked them for coming to the meeting and answering all our questions.
177
Finance:

a. Accounts to end of October 2015
	
	Cheque previously presented
	Chq no
	 Net 
	 VAT 
	Total

	
	29/09/2015 - 27/10/2015
	
	
	
	

	L Bannister
	Wages (Sept)
	S/O
	278.54
	
	278.54

	Lesley Bannister
	Wages underpaid/broadband/travel
	2165
	279.07
	
	279.07

	Post Office Ltd
	HMR&C PAYE September
	2166
	79.80
	
	79.80

	J Butler
	Handyman July/August 
	2167
	162.00
	
	162.00

	D Jones
	Village green July/August and planters
	2168
	157.45
	
	157.45

	Cllr Mrs Kynvin
	Voluntary Car Scheme
	2169
	200.00
	
	200.00

	Viking 
	Stationery
	2170
	152.91
	    19.78
	172.69

	EDF Energy Customers plc
	Community Hall electricity
	2171
	41.32
	2.06
	43.38

	Southern Water
	Community Hall water bill
	2172
	25.34
	1.72
	27.06

	James Dean Pottery
	Garden Competition plaques
	2173
	61.00
	12.20
	73.20

	Cllr Mrs Armstrong
	Garden Competition prizes and refreshments
	2174
	101.00
	
	101.00

	Cllr Nottage
	Garden Competition prizes
	2175
	42.50
	
	42.50

	Trinity Methodist Church
	Donation
	2176
	300.00
	
	300.00

	St George’s PCC
	Donation
	2177
	200.00
	
	200.00

	Brede Steam Engine Society
	Donation
	2178
	100.00
	
	100.00

	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit
	2179
	200.00
	40.00
	240.00

	Brede Steam Engine Society
	Donation
	2180
	100.00
	
	100.00

	
	Total
	
	2,480.93
	75.76
	2556.69

	
	Grand Total
	
	
	
	£2,556.69


These figures were proposed by Cllr Mrs Collins and seconded by Cllr Came. All members present agreed.
Q: Can we have a list of unpresented cheques at the November meeting (to whom they were payable and amounts)? The clerk to be asked.

Q: There seems to be outstanding payments for the advertisements in the Newsletter.  There was some discussion about whether these were collected annually or every issue (4 monthly). Could we clarify when and how frequently we invoice and method of collection? The clerk to be asked.
Q: Has the clerk received the cheque from Brede Players? Yes this was received quickly following last month’s meeting.

b. Cheques to be signed – These figures were proposed by Cllr Mrs Oliver and seconded by Cllr Fowler. All members present agreed.

Q: Is the website live? No not yet. The Chair has been in touch with Simon Goodwin regarding this. The clerk still needs photos. If you have any of key village sites or ‘seasons in the village’ then please still send them to her. Additionally the front page still needs some work – a couple of paragraphs introducing the village. Cllr Nottage will send this to Cllr Mrs Collins who will write suggested copy with a view to going live soon after.
Q: Have all councillors informed the Clerk of their agreement to have a photo on the website? No. All councillors to do so as soon as possible please (N.B. There is no compulsion to have an individual’s photos but each must inform the Clerk of their wish). Details of individual councillors will be on the website as they are on the back of the newsletter. 
178
Report/observations of District & County Councillors: None.
179
Public questions: None.
ese should provide quality business premisesh

Proceedings and reports of Committees and Working parties
180
Recreation Ground: 
Cricket club: Member of the public was asked whether the cricket club will be coming back next year. She was unsure but would find out and let us know. The Chair has been approached with a request for a full size football pitch. There is room for this but only by compromising the cricket square. We need to know definitively whether there is a likelihood of the cricket club continuing in the village.
Annual Inspection Report: This has been completed. There are some issues which need to be dealt with. One of these is a red, high risk, where action is advised within three months. There are also 9 yellow, medium/tolerable risk, where the advice is that these can wait until funds become available. 
The Playboat: It is recognised that this is a very popular item of play equipment in the recreation ground so there is a desire to repair this. Cllr Nottage has road spikes and rigid square plastic fencing which can be used to cordon off the boat whilst work is ongoing. The Playground Association Chair and her husband will meet Cllr Nottage the weekend of the 7 November to look at a possible first fix. The carpenter who made the boat will also be contacted.
1. The ply around the decking will need to be removed and replaced with something more weather proof. This should be done as soon as possible as it is the red alert 
2. The net on the side of the boat should be removed
3. The interior of the cabin has been vandalised. The wall covering should be removed and painted
4. The barrier throughout needs to be considered
5. Foot grips will be purchased to inhibit slipping on the slopes
The chair of the playground Association also noted that the boat has not been painted (as agreed by the Parish Council). She will get the wood stain from the person who was responsible and she will then do this
All other items of play equipment: These have low or medium risks attached which will be sorted out in due course at little cost to the Parish Council.
The Tunnel: It is clear from the report that this cannot be used within further equipment so the Chair of the Playground Association will take a photo of it and send it to the council to query the best method of disposal and liaise with them for its removal.

Q: Has any interest been shown in a stool ball team? There have been 114 people who looked at the Chair’s post on Facebook but no-one commented or contacted showing interest.
181
Village Hall: The clerk has been given a set of keys for the Village Hall.
The next meeting is to be held on 26th November 2015 at 7.30pm. 
182
Footpaths: No further footpaths have been reported since last month.

24a was mentioned again following ploughing it was considered that the farmer should roll the footpath over. Cllr Mrs Armstrong will investigate this again.

5b – Furnace Lane – is on going. Matt Harper has been out to do a thorough inspection and we are awaiting his report.

183
Seats and Bus shelters: The seat for Kingswood Hill agreed at the last Parish Council meeting has been delivered. Mr Butler has been asked to clear around the plinth so that it is ready for fitting. 

Q: Could Mr Butler be asked how much he would charge to clear the top path of brambles and nettles etc. Clerk to action.
184
Brede Voluntary Car Scheme: No known issues.
185
Community Hall: No known issues.
186
Police Report: PCSO Georghiou reported that there had been some flytipping in Goatham Lane and a garage had been broken into in Udimore Road. He asked us to remind all parishioners to keep their sheds and garages locked at all times.
187
Affordable Housing: See item 176
188
Newsletter: Copy date for next issue is 5th November 2105. Still awaiting copy from individuals and organisations.
189
Playground Association:  See item 180
 has sent a letter of apology to the Parish Council
190
Emergency Planning: Nothing to report. 
191
Website: Progressing. See questions under item 177.
192
Speed Watch: There have been some difficulties with the booking of the speed watch device and availability of some of the current speed watch volunteers. The co-ordinator to be asked to write an article for the newsletter to encourage more volunteers. 
193
Traffic Count: This took place today. Cllr Came recorded thanks to Peter and Margaret Potter, Timothy Collins and another councillor for doing this in two slots on all four main access roads to the village. He will report next month. It should be noted that in 2016 there should be two people recording each of the three busy roads. The date will be set in advance so that more councillors will be able to take part.
Items for discussion

194
Youth Council: Cllr Mrs Oliver has contacted individuals, the Scout Group and put information in the Newsletter, the Observer and the Church Magazine.  She is looking for 12 – 19 year olds in the village to take part in the Youth Council. There was discussion about how best to reach all members of the client base.
Routine Business:
195
Hedges: 


Chitcombe Road. This was promised a cut by the end of Oct and has not been done yet.
196
Any other business:  

Christmas Tree Festival: Colours of Christmas. It was agreed to purchase a real Christmas tree and Cllr Mrs Collins would coordinate. She will be in touch to ask for help!

Pond leakage at the Spinney: Could we confirm that the landowner has been contacted? Cllr Fowler said that this should be sorted out before winter as it gets icy.


Could J Butler be contacted regarding the cleaning of the Fire Station sign.


Correspondence regarding a stool ball team has been received. 

From Monday 9th November there will be resurfacing works for 10 nights on Brede Hill from the bridge to Doleham Hill between 7.30pm and 6.30am.
Date of next meeting: 

Planning meeting – Tuesday 3rd November in Brede Community Hall at 7.15pm prior to the 

Budget setting meeting – Tuesday 3rd November 2015 in Brede Community Hall at 7.30pm.  

Brede Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 24th November 2015 in Brede Village Hall at 7.30pm.

With no further business the meeting closed at 9.35 pm.
5

