Brede Parish Council


 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th January 2016 at 7:30pm in the Brede Village Hall

Present: Councillors L Nottage, R Came, Mrs J Armstrong, Mrs C Collins, J Fowler and I Stone. County Cllr C Maynard, District Cllr J Johnson were also present.
248
a) Declaration of Interests: None
b) Dispensation Requests: Cllrs Came and Fowler as members of the Village Hall Management Committee.

249
Apologies for Absence: Were noted from Cllr Mrs R Oliver and the Clerk.


Minutes of the following meetings were considered.
250
Full Council Meeting – 24th November 2015 203/15 – 235/15 - Cllr Mrs Armstrong proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Collins. All members present agreed.
251
Planning Meeting – 14th December 2015 236/15 – 241/15 - Cllr Mrs Armstrong proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fowler. All members present agreed.
252
Planning Meeting – 11th January 2016 242/16 – 247/16 - Cllr Mrs Collins proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Armstrong. All members present agreed.
253
Matters arising: - 
230/16 – There had been contact with the Westfield newsletter editor.
221/16 – Bruni will contact the meeting on 7th February.
254
Co-option of new Councillor: A secret ballot was held for the new councillor. John King was elected by majority but could not take his seat until he has signed the Declaration of Office before the Clerk.
255
Finance: Deferred until next meeting.

a. Accounts to end of January 2016
	
	Cheque previously presented
	Chq no
	 Net 
	 VAT 
	Total

	
	24/11/2015 - 26/01/2016
	
	
	
	

	Lesley Bannister
	Wages underpaid/broadband/allowance
	2190
	298.09
	
	298.09

	Post Office Ltd
	HMR&C PAYE Nov
	2191
	79.80
	
	79.80

	J Butler
	Handyman October
	2192
	114.00
	
	114.00

	D Jones
	Village Green Sept/Oct/Nov
	2193
	135.00
	
	135.00

	Cllr Came
	Travel to Planning seminar
	2194
	10.80
	
	10.80

	Glasdon UK Ltd
	Bench
	2195
	239.57
	47.91
	287.48

	Cllr Nottage
	Chair's Allowance
	2196
	250.00
	
	250.00

	L Bannister
	Wages (Nov)
	S/O
	278.54
	
	278.54

	Cllr Mrs Kynvin
	Vol Cars
	2197
	200.00
	
	200.00

	Lesley Bannister
	Wages underpaid/broadband/allowance
	2198
	223.09
	
	223.09

	L Bannister
	Wages (Dec)
	S/O
	278.54
	
	278.54

	
	Total
	
	2,107.43
	47.91
	2155.34

	
	Grand Total
	
	
	
	£2,155.34




256
Report/observations of District & County Councillors: District Cllr Johnson said that there was very little to report. The planning application for Spellands Farm was to be requested to go to Full Planning Committee. Edwina Court is the officer dealing with the case and Cllr Maynard will look after the case while Cllr Johnson is away.
County Cllr Maynard reported a 42% cut in Rother’s budget for 2016/17, which was manageable but 2017/18 would be tougher. The Revenue Support Grant will end by 2020. There is to be a Budget meeting at the Cabinet, some suggestions are awaited from other political groups. The Capping regime is still in place so RDC will increase Council Tax by 1.95% - 1.99% in addition to the 2% allowed. This would increase a Band D property by £47 per annum. There had not been an increase for the last 5 years.
Sharps – we do collect Sharps bins but you do need to be registered. Questions were raised as to why we have to register annually. This is possibly due to changes in circumstance. It does cause people to go to their doctor for a signature and this is extra expense.

The Queensway Link had been approved at the Borough Council meeting but due to further challenges had been called in for a judicial review.

Question regarding parking – 2 spaces were allowed and if 1 becomes blocked, people were parking on the pavement. The National Policy is that a 3 bedroom property should have 2 parking spaces and a 1 or 2 bedroom property should have 1 space. Cllr Maynard will investigate.
Cllr Came said that the Westfield newsletter contact did not have time to take Brede on but would give support.

Q: De La Warr Pavilion. This is not a front line service but does have cultural offerings. If the grant was not made, the Arts Council would remove their grant, the Trust would collapse and it would fall back to RDC. It cost a lot of money but the footfall has increased since the improvements to the seafront. This helps to ensure it remains vibrant – without it Bexhill would go downhill. In 1999 the upkeep cost £1million, in 2015 £1/2million from RDC 7 £1/2million from Arts Council so it is costing less than it used to. It had a £12million refurbishment which was good money well spent as we have to maintain the building and it costs as much as a new facility.
The Link Road direction board position needs reviewing. Apparently all the signs need to be reviewed.
257
Public questions: Do agricultural buildings need planning permission? They need a notification of being erected. For waste and minerals refer to County Council planning.

Electrical signs for traffic calming goes through a different scheme called Community Match, after qualifying the Parish Council may have to put some money forward. Statistics do not recommend as needed – an evidence base has to be produced. There are 200 schemes in the pipeline and only 2 per year are passed. Traffic calming in Broadlands Row is not a priority for ESCC.
ese should provide quality business premisesh

Proceedings and reports of Committees and Working parties
258
Recreation Ground: Boggy
259
Village Hall: AGM to be held on Thursday.
260
Footpaths: 5b is still ongoing.

261
Seats and Bus shelters: Cllr Stone asked about drain culverts – they are the responsibility of the land owner, some had leaves on – down to RDC, repair down to ESCC.


Seat to be sited on Kingwood Hill. 

Bus shelters tidied up.


Email sent to RDC regarding bin in Chitcombe Road overflowing again – message passed on but still nothing done. Bin by bench at Recreation Ground will be emptied if we buy one.
262
Brede Voluntary Car Scheme: Journey time cut due to new road.
263
Community Hall: Nothing to report.
264
Police Report: PCSO refreshments in Village Hall – don’t know what is happening as he is being made redundant then re-employed.
265
Affordable Housing: Still on schedule.
266
Newsletter: See below.
267
Playground Association:  Meeting to be held 7th February.
 has sent a letter of apology to the Parish Council
268
Emergency Planning: Nothing to report. 
269
Website: Ready to go, needs more content and photos. Suggested an article about a parish councillor every month. Cllr Came suggested it goes live now as we have been waiting for 6 – 7 months. Officially we do not have to show the accounts as we do not qualify as a Small Council. All cllrs to look at the website by Monday and put in comments and ideas then get the site up and running. Cllr Nottage will send out a link. Go live 1st February.

Need to discuss clerk’s time for the website after 3 months. Cllr Stone to support in the meantime, clerk to contact if help needed.
270
Speed Watch: Meeting on Thursday
271
Traffic Count: See below.
272
Youth Council: On hold. Cllr Mrs Oliver had distributed information but there is no interest at the moment.
Cllr Mrs Collins left the meeting at 8.45pm
Items for discussion

273
Resilience Plan – update information for AiRS: Places of Safety were noted as the Village Hall and Church Halls, also Roselands Residential Home.
274
Supply and installation of meters to heaters in Community Hall: Cllr Nottage still trying to get quote. Cllr Stone to help, Cllr Nottage to look for slot meters. Cllr Mrs Armstrong will also try to get quote.
275
Traffic Count – future meetings of Working Party: Cllr Came asked if this is a waste of time. Are we going for another count on 29th March or abandon? There was no enthusiasm for it.
276
Newsletter – future of: No money back for adverts as invoices not sent, printing costs going up. Cllr Stone suggested putting it out on the website for someone to edit the newsletter on a voluntary basis
277
Library opening hours consultation: Reduction of opening hours – Rye library to go from 9.00am start to 10.00am.
278
Queen’s Birthday celebrations: Sign washing to go with the Village Clean Up set for 27th February. Advertise on website for volunteers, including litter pick up 10am to 12noon. Cllr Nottage to contact other organisations about Queen’s Birthday celebrations and discuss next month.
279
Rother District Council budget consultation: This can be found online.
Routine Business:
280
Hedges: 

Cackle Street has been cut


Well House

281
Any other business:  

Briefing session for employment meeting 22/2/16

Neighbourhood planning costs £2000


Brede High Woods AGM – Cllr Mrs Kynvin to send information to go on website.


Cllr Fowler will be retiring in August, last meeting in July.

Cllr Came did not like the tone of the letter sent to Mrs Pomeroy. We are very grateful for her help over the last 25 years. 
Date of next meeting:  

Brede Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 23rd February 2016 in Brede Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Planning meeting to be confirmed.
With no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
4

