Brede Parish Council


 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2015 at 7:30pm in the Brede Village Hall

Present: Councillors L Nottage, R Came, Mrs J Armstrong, Mrs C Collins, J Fowler and Mrs R Oliver. County Cllr C Maynard, District Cllr J Johnson, the Clerk and 1 member of the public were also present.
203
a) Declaration of Interests: None
b) Dispensation Requests: Cllrs Came and Fowler as members of the Village Hall Management Committee.

204
Apologies for Absence: Were noted from Cllrs Mrs C Kynvin, I Stone and PCSO Georghiou.


Minutes of the following meetings were considered.
205
Full Council Meeting –27th October 2015 171/15 – 196/15 - Cllr Mrs Oliver proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Armstrong. All members present agreed.
206
Planning Meeting – 3rd November 2015 197/15 – 202/15 - Cllr Mrs Armstrong proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Came. All members present agreed.
207
Matters arising: - 

Apology for absence from the Clerk should have been noted.

196/15 – Leakage from the pond has been stopped.


192/15 – No article from Speed Watch had been received for the Newsletter.
208
Affordable Housing Report:

See below.
209
Finance:

a. Accounts to end of November 2015
	
	Cheque previously presented
	Chq no
	 Net 
	 VAT 
	Total

	
	27/10/2015 - 24/11/2015
	
	
	
	

	BT
	Phone bill
	D/D
	125.50
	25.10
	150.60

	Lesley Bannister
	Wages underpaid/broadband
	2181
	223.09
	
	223.09

	Post Office Ltd
	HMR&C PAYE Oct
	2182
	79.80
	
	79.80

	J Butler
	Handyman September
	2183
	72.00
	
	72.00

	Brede Village Hall
	Hire of Hall
	2184
	18.00
	
	18.00

	Brede Village Hall
	Donation (Tables)
	2185
	100.00
	
	100.00

	Active Risk Management
	Playground inspection
	2186
	56.00
	
	56.00

	SALC
	Planning Course & Chairs networking
	2187
	160.00
	32.00
	192.00

	Cllr Came
	Travel
	2188
	20.70
	
	20.70

	Simon Goodwin
	Brede PC Website
	2189
	400.00
	
	400.00

	L Bannister
	Wages (Oct)
	S/O
	278.54
	
	278.54

	
	Total
	
	1,533.63
	57.10
	1590.73

	
	Grand Total
	
	
	
	£1,590.73


These figures were proposed by Cllr Fowler and seconded by Cllr Nottage. All members present agreed.
b. Cheques to be signed – These figures were proposed by Cllr Nottage and seconded by Cllr Mrs Oliver. All members present agreed.

210
Report/observations of District & County Councillors: District Cllr Johnson gave his apologies for last month. He has spoken to Alan Dodge who said that if the Parish Council buys a new bin to be placed by the new bench at the Recreation Ground, RDC will empty it.

Boundary Review - at the next election Brede Valley Ward will no longer exist, it will be a 1 Member ward of Brede & Udimore. This has been approved by RDC and will go out to public consultation in the spring.


County Cllr Maynard said that this was good news regarding the Brede & Udimore ward but any member of the public can comment or suggest alternatives and it could be changed.


For the County Council ward it would be Brede & Udimore, Westfield, Guestling and Three Oaks. The Boundary Commission is more interested in numbers than communities which has the potential for some ‘interesting’ groupings.


Kerbstones – or lack thereof – in Reedswood Road will be addressed.


Budget - £40million has to come out of Adult Social Care but ESCC will be able to increase Council Tax by 2%.
The Government thinks that Councils have large reserves and they should be used as revenue therefore reserves should be earmarked.

Q: Progress of the Queensway Gateway? Could be a year behind the Link Road. There will be a lot of congestion on the Ridge when the Link opens.

Q: Citizens Advice Bureau grant –want to help but need more information. They are receiving more than previously from RDC but have an eye to the future. CAB is doing more to give information than RDC.
211
Public questions: None.
ese should provide quality business premisesh

Proceedings and reports of Committees and Working parties
212
Recreation Ground: Dead branches are to be trimmed from the oak tree. 

No update from the Cricket Club has been received.


SAFFA has not been in contact this season.


Correspondence received suggesting that the recreation ground be used to park 50 cars to alleviate the school parking problem. 
213
Village Hall: The next meeting is to be held on 26th November 2015 at 7.30pm. 

The Christmas tree has been put up.
214
Footpaths: Still no communication regarding 5b.



23 has historically been re-instated with vehicle tracks – land owner will be contacted.

215
Seats and Bus shelters: The new seat for Kingswood Hill should be installed this week.

The bin in Chitcombe Road is full again.
216
Brede Voluntary Car Scheme: No known issues.
217
Community Hall: Has been left clean & tidy.
218
Police Report: PCSO Georghiou had reported that there was nothing major but he had moved people on from the zig-zag lines outside the school.
219
Affordable Housing: Still on schedule.
220
Newsletter: Has gone to printers, enveloping party to be organised.
221
Playground Association:  No one has been in touch regarding the play boat. Cllr Mrs Collins to make contact.
 has sent a letter of apology to the Parish Council
222
Emergency Planning: Nothing to report. 
223
Website: Cllr Mrs Collins to write Home page introduction.
224
Speed Watch: Uncertainty as to what is going on at the moment. The police are still working on the computer programme to generate letters.
225 Traffic Count: The results of the traffic count held on the 27th October were presented. The count was done from 9 – 10am and 4 – 5pm. It was suggested that another count be carried out on 29th March 2016.
226
Youth Council: Leaflets have been handed out to young people on school buses.
Items for discussion

227
Housing Bill – Right to Buy: It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Oliver that a letter be sent to Hastoe Housing Association agreeing with their stance on this. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Armstrong. All members present agreed.
228
Audit – change of Auditors 2017: The Clerk presented information on the new Audit arrangements. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Collins and seconded by Cllr Came that the Parish Council would not opt out of these arrangements. All members present agreed.
229
Precept – to confirm figures & approve Precept request: A request had been received from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau for a donation. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Oliver and seconded by Cllr Mrs Armstrong that a donation be made. All members present agreed.

It was proposed by Cllr Nottage and seconded by Cllr Mrs Collins that the donation should be the sum of £100. All members present agreed.

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Oliver and seconded by Cllr Mrs Collins that a Precept of £23075 (an increase of 7.3%) be requested from RDC. The majority of members present agreed.
230
Newsletter – new editor: Cllr Came has stated that he will no longer be editing the Newsletter. Either someone else takes over or the Newsletter will cease publication.                             

Contact with the editor of the Westfield newsletter was suggested.

Inserts have been received from the church for this edition.

Thanks were given to Cllr Came for all the work he has put into the Newsletter.

231
Parish Councillor photos for website: Members were asked to supply a photograph to be put on the website if they wished.

232
SLR meeting including speed limits: Several issues were reported to Highways including signage, lay bys, driving on pavement, drains and hedges. Compliments were paid to the men working on the resurfacing of Chitcombe Road.
A reduction of the speed limit for Broadlands Row was not warranted by the speed data but it may be possible to look at a shorter length on the bends.

233
Funding for Speed Watch: It was proposed by Cllr Nottage and seconded by Cllr Mrs Oliver that the Parish Council should not apply to the P&CC for funding to purchase a speed device but continue to use the device from Winchelsea. All members present agreed.

Thanks were expressed to Mr Armstrong for investigating the funding.

Routine Business:
234
Hedges: 

Moel Bryn - bush

235
Any other business:  

The Fire station sign was brought up at the SLR meeting.


Birthday celebrations for the Queen – ask if any of the village groups are interested.
Date of next meeting: 

Planning meeting – Monday 14th December 2015 in Brede Village Hall at 7.00pm 

Brede Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 26th January 2016 in Brede Village Hall at 7.30pm.

With no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
1

