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 BODIAM PARISH COUNCIL
	Clerk:   
Telephone:  
Email:  
	Lynsey Willard
01580 830935
clerk@bodiamparishcouncil.org.uk
	34 Levetts Lane, Bodiam,
E. Sussex, TN32 5UL



Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Monday 19 May 2025 at 6.30p.m. in Bodiam Parish Room
Please note these are draft minutes until formally approved at the next Parish Council Meeting.
Present: For Bodiam Parish Council: Councillors: - (Chair) Linda Stevens (Vice chair) Tim Porter, Graham Peters, Darren Page, Nick Gilbert.
In attendance: ESCC Cllr Paul Redstone, Clerk: Lynsey Willard.


111/2025	Chair Election
Councillor Peters nominated Councillor Stevens as Chair. This was seconded by Councillors Page.  Councillor Gilbert did not support the nomination. Majority vote agreed Councillor Stevens to be chair, and she accepted the post.  Cllr Stevens signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and compliance with the Members’ Code of Conduct.

112/2025	Election for Vice Chair
Councillor Stevens nominated Councillor Porter as Vice Chair. This was seconded by Councillors Peters. Councillor Porter accepted the post and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and compliance with the Members’ Code of Conduct.

113/2025	Apologies/Non-Attendance
	RDC Cllrs Tony Ganly & Tony Biggs – Attending full Rother meeting

114/2025	Disclosure of Interests
Cllr Peters declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Parker& Ashcombe Trust, St Giles Church, Rural Rother Trust and Newhouse farm.
Cllr Stevens declared an interest in Bodiam Pre School and St Michael’s Hospice.
Cllr Porter declared an interest in Bodiam Pre School.

115/2025	Minutes of the Parish council Meeting 14 April 2025
The minutes which had previously been distributed were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.

116/2025	Matters arising
Action points from the previous meeting cleared or, on this agenda.
Damaged road sign reported to Highways, but they have declared it is still fit for purpose, so they will not be replacing it.

117/2025	Certificate of Exemption
[bookmark: _Hlk198583512]The Certificate of Exemption was returned to PKF Littlejohn LLP on the 2 May 2025 as Parish Council turnover less than £25,000.

118/2025	Public Questions – no members of the public at the meeting
	
119/2025	Councillors’ meetings with outside bodies: Cllr Peters attended the RALC meeting at which a talk was given on the reorganization of the Council and Devolution. 
	
120/2025	Planning 
	Decision: Planning permission given subject to conditions.
RR/2025/368/P 1 Levetts Lane, Bodiam
	Proposed entrance porch and chimney removal
	No comments – application supported

Awaiting a decision:
RR/2024/1573/P New House Farm, New House Lane, Bodiam
Change of use from agriculture to vineyard tasting room, wine production, storage and ancillary cafe with associated works and mixed use of three mobile homes for agricultural workers and holiday lets.
Comments submitted previously; planning application not supported.

121/2025 	East Sussex County Council report
Councillors have received the previously circulated report from ESCC, and the full report can be read on the Bodiam Website.   Cllr Redstone reported back that he had spoken to Highways about the overweight vehicles using Bodiam Bridge and has been informed it is a police matter in Sussex.  He is awaiting a response from them but has been told that if the bridge is more than 5 miles from a weigh bridge, that the vehicle would need a police escort.  He is also looking into the question of the Hams School Coach as it is a 3-axel vehicle with a revenue weight of 24 tonnes.  The police say it is 14 tonnes which would be below the 18-tonne limit.  Cllr Redstone is pushing for temporary cameras to be put in place.
Newenden Bridge closure is looking like it will now be delayed until Spring 2026.  
Work has been delayed at the Queensway Gateway as a water main feeding Westfield, has been discovered where it wasn’t expected to be.  Work halted while a plan is made to resolve this.

122/2025	Rother District Council Report
Councillors had received the previously circulated report from RDC.  Neither RDC Cllrs available for discussion.

123/2025	Removal of above -ground gas tank at Blacksmiths
Cllr Gilbert raised the issue of what appears to be lack of action.  RD Cllrs confirmed by email this week that the enforcement officer had confirmed that an enforcement notice had been issued.  Cllr Gilbert suggested writing to Rother council and asking for information under the FOI Act.  The houses are partly owned by Southern Housing and Cllr Gilbert questioned if they and the company who installed the tank were aware of it being illegally placed.  He felt both should be made aware of the insurance implications.  Cllr Stevens was not in favour of the FOI process being followed.  It was agreed that the Clerk should follow up with RD Cllrs and the Enforcement officers to find out the deadline for the Enforcement notice.  If this wasn’t going to be anytime soon then they agreed Nick to draft a letter to Southern Housing and the tank installers if they could be identified.
Action 1: Clerk to seek progress of the Enforcement action on the gas tank at 1 Blacksmiths.

ESCC Cllr Paul Redstone left the meeting.

124/2025 	Appointment of Councillors to all areas
Rother Association of Local Councils- 		Cllr Peters 
Community Safety, Crime and Disorder Liaison – 	Cllr Stevens
Recreation Ground, Pavilion, Health, Safety and	
Fire & legionnaires risk assessment- 			Cllrs Page and Porter
Financial Control - 					Cllrs Stevens, Porter & Peters
Planning-						Cllr Gilbert				Other Appointments									
Tree Warden and Footpath Representative- 		Cllrs Page and Porter
To Outside Bodies: Parker & Ashcombe Trust
1 nominative Trustee: 				Cllr G Peters (until 2026)
Bodiam Pre School					Cllr Stevens

125/2025	Legionnaires Risk Assessment
Cllrs Page & Porter signed the legionnaires assessment for 2025/26.

126/2025	HUJFC Invoicing
	The football club committee raised the question of whether the first week of the fees could be cancelled due to the problem with the grass cutting and line marking, meaning they had to pay to play elsewhere that week.  Cllrs agreed this was a fair request so HUJFC will not be charged for week commencing 25 April 2025.
Action 2: Clerk to reinvoice HUJFC from week commencing 2 May 2025.
	
127/2025	New Email Address Clerk@bodiamparishcouncil.org.uk	
	All emails received into the old inbox are automatically forwarded to the new email address with an out of office informing the sender of the new address.

128/2025	I.T. Policy 
The new I.T policy has been reviewed and signed by Cllr Stevens.

129/2025	Environment & village Maintenance
Nothing to report.

130/2025	Trees and Footpaths
	Some of the footpaths are starting to become overgrown.  To keep an eye on this month as the birds are nesting currently and if still a problem will be raised in June’s meeting.

131/2025	Protected tree advice	
A member of the public had asked for advice, via email, about trees in a protected area.  After some research the clerk emailed a link to  https://www.rother.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/conservation-and-design/natural-environment/protected-trees/.  Cllrs agreed this was the best advice to give as there are several Tree Preservation Orders around Castle Hurst.

132/2025	Crime & Disorder
Cllr Peters advised it had been brought to his attention about an aggressive dog at Marsh Cottage.  It was agreed that Rother District Council’s link for Dangerous dogs - https://www.rother.gov.uk/environmental-health/dog-control/dangerous-dogs/ should be shared with the concerned resident so the incident could be reported.
Cllr Porter shared that it had been reported that the black car parked behind the schoolhouse had been stolen.
Cllr Page reported that on the 2 May 2025 he reported a caravan that had been dumped on the B2244.  There was a removal note on it for it to be moved from Robertsbridge previously.  The police were quickly on the scene and the caravan was removed.

133/2025	Review of Internal Auditor’s Report
	The parish accounts were reviewed by an internal auditor on the 16 May 2025.  All was in good order and no comments or actions were raised.  The Auditor, Keith Robertson, is reducing his workload but has agreed to do the audit for 2025/26.

134/2025	Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance & Accountability Return
	The Notice has been displayed on the village noticeboards and added to the website giving notice for the public to be able to exercise their right to view the accounts between the 3 June and 14 July 2025.

135/2025	Unity Bank Update
The new account is up and running.  It was agreed that the clerk should investigate setting up the best instant access savings account with Unity.  Once all money is transferred from Nat West the clerk will open a fixed term savings account as well.  The plan is to keep most of the funds in a savings account to maximise the interest earned.
Action 3:  Clerk to open a savings account with Unity Bank. 

136/2025	Nat West Reserve Account
	Cllr Stevens phoned Nat West this week to find out how we can withdraw the funds from the Nat West Reserve Account.  The only option available was to write to the bank.  Cllr Stevens has drafted a letter, and all account signatories, Cllrs Stevens, Peters and Porter have signed it.
Action 4:  Cllr Stevens to send the letter onto Nat West and share a copy with the Clerk that can also be presented at the bank.


137/2025	Receipts & Payments & DD mandates
a) Receipts
	30.4.25
	Reserve Account
	Nat West Interest
	£2.98

	24.4.25
	Unity Bank Account
	Initial deposit transferred to new account from Nat West
	£500.00

	9.5.25
	Unity Bank Account
	Transfer of funds from Nat West to Unity bank account
	£15,000


b) Payment of Cheques
	Dated
	Payment method
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	22.4.25
	NW DD
	HMRC PAYE
	Clerk/RFO PAYE Months 1,2 & 3
	£314.60

	22.4.25
	2164
	Lynsey Willard
	Data Protection Fee to Information Commissioner - paid by card - reimburse RFO
	£52.00

	1.5.25
	Unity
	Parker & Ashcombe Almshouse Charity
	Room hire 2024/25
	£12.00

	1.5.25
	Unity
	CPRE - The Countryside Charity
	S137 Donation for membership
	£60.00

	20.5.25
	Unity
	ESALC Limited
	ESALC & NALC membership fees
	£110.26

	19.5.25
	Unity
	Lynsey Willard
	Clerk/RFO Salary May 2025
	£387.32

	19.5.25
	Unity
	Commercial Services
	Delayed invoice - Ground maintenance July/Aug/Sept 2024 - earmarked funds
	£211.67

	6.5.25
	2165
	Bodiam Parish Council
	Transfer of funds from Nat West to Unity Bank A/c
	£15,000.00

	31.5.25
	Unity
	Unity bank charge
	monthly charge for Unity bank
	£3.20

	19.5.25
	Unity
	Lynsey Willard
	Microsoft 365 Business prof - inc email address
	£115.06

	19.5.25
	2166
	Bodiam Pre School
	S137 donation to Bodiam Pre School
	£120.00

	19.5.25
	2167
	St Michael's Hospice
	S137donation St Michael's Hospice
	£170.00

	19.5.25
	2168
	Hawkhurst Community Hospital League of Friends
	S137 Donation for membership
	£80.00

	19.5.25
	2169
	Rural Rother Trust
	S137 donation to Rural Rother Trust
	£85.00

	19.5.25
	2170
	The Sara Lee Trust
	S137 Donation to The Sara Lee Trust
	£80.00

	19.5.25
	2171
	Bodiam Church Expenses
	S214 for Upkeep of Churchyard 
	£240.00

	21.5.25
	NW DD
	Castle Water
	Pavilion water supply
	£14.59

	19.5.25
	Unity
	Linda Stevens
	Parish Assembly refreshments
	£30.66


	
c)  DD Mandates
New mandates signed to transfer direct debits from Nat West to Unity Banks
- Castle Water - monthly
- HMRC PAYE – quarterly
138/2025	BACS Payments list 
All payments this month, from the Unity Bank account, are being made by BACs.  All invoices have been checked and signed at the meeting and a detailed list of all payments has been shared with Cllrs Stevens, Porter and Peters to enable them to approve the payments online.  This list has also been included with the financial reports.

139/2025	Monthly Finance Reports & Bank reconciliation 
The Clerk/RFO presented the bank statements with the monthly financial reports and budget reports for May 2025, which were signed by Cllr Gilbert.  All financial documents and invoices are circulated to Councilors for inspection before the meeting.  

140/2025	Date of next meeting - Monday 16 June 2025, The Parish Room at 6.30pm
Cllr Stevens has apologized as she will be unable to attend the June meeting due to work commitments.

Minutes signed as a true record………………………………………………Dated……………………………..

