NORTHERN ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT  June 2024
 
PCSO Reports
 
Bodiam
13/05/24 – Junction Road – Loose manhole cover.
04/05/24 – Junction Road – Damage only RTC
 
Ewhurst
01/05/24 – B2244 RTC Car v Lorry – No injuries
 
Beckley
31/05/24 – A268 RTC Car v Hedge – No injuries
 
27th – Report of a break into a Southern Water facility in Whitebread Lane. 3 males were seen getting out of a White Transit going into the yard and then returning with a item. The van was later stopped on the A22 at Hailsham and a male was arrested for burglary, going equipped, no driving licence or insurance.
30th – Report of 3 Ewes being attacked by a dog in Furnace Lane, unfortunately 1 died.
 
Northiam
26/05/24 – Someone has reported a scam. A stranger via the internet has blackmailed inf saying they have been looking at pornographic detail and then tried to blackmail informant saying they will send photos (photoshopped) of them looking at indecent images to their family. This was reported to Police and advice and reassurance given. All media platforms were blocked and advised to contact bank to stop any cards that may have been compromised. We then complete a safeguarding check to make sure nothing further will happen. If there are further lines of enquiry, then we will investigate this.
 
17/05/24 – Reachwood – Car v Cyclist – Some injuries but not life threatening.
 
08/05/24 – Recreation Ground, North Street – Reports received regarding noisy teenagers in the playpark – Local officers will make more patrols in the area.
 
06/05/24 – Main Street – Theft of signage – No further lines of enquiry, no CCTV available or any witnesses. Case closed.
 
05/05/24 – Cavix Field – youths using catapults and hitting birds – Reported to Rural Crime Team who are investigating.
 
Kind regards,
 
PCSO Rachael Scott & PCSO Shannen Sweeney, PCSO Rebecca Unicombe
 
 
                                
	A CELEBRATORY launch event took place on Monday, May 27 to mark the official opening of the newly renovated tennis courts in Egerton Park.

	At a special ribbon cutting ceremony Cllr Richard Thomas, Chair of Rother District Council, officially declared the refurbished tennis courts open.
The opening of all five public courts was marked with a series of taster sessions where children and adults had the chance to try out the game with the help of professional coaches.
Sessions included a fun starter course for primary school aged children, modified tennis for people with disabilities, cardio-tennis, pickleball and a tennis fitness class.
The day proved popular with many taking the opportunity to find out more about the options for playing tennis locally.
The improvements to the Bexhill courts have been funded by Government and Lawn Tennis Association investment of more than £100,000 through the LTA Park Tennis Project and include resurfacing, new nets and posts and a new gate system.
Julie Porter, Chief Operating Officer at the LTA, said: “After months of hard work, we’re delighted to see park tennis courts at Egerton Park officially back open to the public, and in better shape than ever.
 “Public tennis courts are such vital facilities for getting active and we want as many people as possible, of all ages and abilities, to pick up a racket and enjoy playing tennis. Thanks to this investment the sport will be opened up to more players, for years to come.”
Rother District Council is working with the Lawn Tennis Association and the charity Tennis For Free to deliver a range of activities at Egerton Park to encourage more residents to play tennis.
For more information about the courts, including the coaching sessions available, how to book the courts and details of the next Tennis For Free sessions, visit https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/EgertonParkTennisCourts  
 
High Weald National Landscape ( AONB ) Management Plan


This document can be found on the Cabinet minutes dated 13th May under CB23/94. It is a very good read and explains in depth the council’s undertaking.
 
The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2019-2024, reproduced at Appendix A, was recommended for approval and adoption. Reason for Recommendations: To ensure that Rother District Council publishes an up -to-date plan for the management of the High Weald National Landscape, which is a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, in accordance with Section 89(2) of The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. The preparation of the plan has been overseen by the High Weald AONB’s Joint Advisory Committee (JAC), of which our Planning Committee Chair is a member. The JAC agreed the Management Plan 2024-2029 on 27 March 2024. Its preparation was supported by the Officer Steering Group, represented on behalf of Rother District Council by the Planning Policy Manager. The Management Plan is consistent with both the adopted and emerging Rother Local Plans. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 requires local authorities with land in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to prepare and publish an up-to-date plan which ‘formulates their policy for the management of the area and for the carrying out of their functions in relation to it’.  Where AONBs cross administrative boundaries, local authorities are required to act jointly to prepare the plan.
 
	Draft Local Plan

	Local Plans are vital in balancing our desire to develop the areas where we live and work with ensuring the surrounding environment isn’t negatively affected for everyone. We are currently consulting on our 2020 – 2040 Draft Local Plan, aiming to work with our communities to shape Rother’s future. The consultation on the Draft (Regulation 18) version will run until 5pm on Tuesday 23rd July 2024.
 
		This week's Eco Tip...




			






	The Great Big Green Week is the UK’s biggest ever celebration of community action to tackle climate change and protect nature. Every year, people come together to unleash a wave of support for action to protect the planet. Tens of thousands of people in every corner of the country celebrate the heartfelt, brave, everyday actions being taken to stand up for nature and fight climate change. It will take place between 8th and 16th June.

		











Cllr. Tony Biggs   Cllr. Tony Ganly
Northern Rother

